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Susana Ayala’s research focuses on the conceptualizations, ideologies and policies of language reflected 
on the narratives, discourses and interactions in educational contexts. Her work is developed along three lines 
of research: 1) anthropology of education within the contexts of linguistic diversity and social inequality; 2) 
the construction of the “indigenous language” notion in Mexico as a political concept for the 
instrumentation of education and linguistic policy; and 3) puppetry as a framework for language 
interactions and community education in comparative perspectives between Mexico and Java, 
Indonesia. Her research perspectives are based on linguistic anthropology and history. 

This presentation is about the art of puppetry as a social space for linguistic interaction among different actors 
and languages. Two cases will be compared: the performances and the processes of becoming a 
dhalang (puppeteer) at the Institut Seni Indonesia Yogyakarta, Indonesia (from 2012 until 2013) and the 
educational campaigns using the Petul-Xun puppets at Chiapas Highlands, Mexico (from 1954 until 1970). 
Starting with the descriptions of the training processes and the linguistic interactions in puppets performances, 
followed by an outline of the linguistic policy frameworks in both countries, the analysis will be focused 
on how the puppets performances can be considered as dialogic discursive spaces, characterized by 
heteroglossic relationships, and how the language ideologies play an important role in this form of art. The 
main question lies in the puppet performances as a rich space for linguistic vitality and diversity; 
moreover, it is aimed to address how, in these two cases, the relation with linguistic and educational policies 
can be impacted.
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