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Overseas Universities Give Thumbs Up To UKM on Climate
Change

By Saiful Bahri Kamaruddin 
Pix Ikhwan Hashim

BANGI, 27 July 2015 – Universities are obliged to give more emphasis to governments about the threat of climate
change around the world.

A network of universities in Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam agreed with The National University of Malaysia
(UKM)  that the role of higher education in innovation, policymaking and development is critical in adapting to the
complex problems brought about by climate change.

Hosting a special session simultaneous video conference of the network here today,  UKM Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Research and Innovation) Professor Dato’ Dr  Mazlin Mokhtar, in his introduction, said the university had always
advocated the leading role of universities in helping governments to deal with global warming and how to mitigate
its e�ects.

The institutions that took part in the video conference are members of the University Network for Climate and
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The institutions that took part in the video conference are members of the University Network for Climate and
Ecosystems Change Adaptation Research (UN-CECAR),   a network of leading universities and organisations
developing postgraduate education and research on climate and ecosystems change, and sustainability science.

Prof Mazlin, who  is an international fellow at UN-CECAR and the United Nations for Training and Research Centre
at Switzerland, said his studies  at UKM and the network had come up with several modules on sustainability and
leadership solutions.

Among those taking part in the video conference was Prof Dato’ Dr Sharifah Mastura Syed Abdullah, director of
Institute of Climate Change (IPI-UKM) who spoke about her team’s research at Batu Pahat, Johor.

Answering a question from a scientist in Japan, she lamented that  coastal settlements like Batu Pahat and Kuala
Selangor face dire consequences because of the rising sea water levels and signi�cant seaside erosion.

“farmers living near the coast of Batu Pahat are worried that their livelihoods would be jeopardized in the near
future.

“At least one village was vulnerable to sea-water rise by 2020. It belongs to palm oil small-holders. We also made a
forecast for the year 2040. We now know which houses will also be underwater, which areas are heavily
populated. So we have erosion problems, hit by the Big 3s ; Erosion,  Submersion and Salination,” she explained to
a Japanese researcher at Tokyo University.

According to the IPI Director, in Malaysia climate change has yet to be factored into development plans.

She pointed out that UKM might be among the most forward-thinking among local universities to bring in climate
change into sustainable development plans.

The overseas universities �elded questions about building resilience to Climate Change post-graduate course to a
cross-disciplinary group of researchers in Malaysia.

Another participant economist Prof Dr Jamal Othman of the National Council of Professors said the education
system in Malaysia should adjust its curriculum to raise awareness of climate change because a lot of issues had
emerged over the last 20 years.

Prof Jamal proposed that emission reduction from greenhouse gasses be reduced by half by the year 2020 from
the baseline as the most cost-e�ective way of mitigating climate change.

“Building structures to stave o� sea water from ࢣooding homes and cultivated land is very expensive and we have
to look at other ways as well to mitigate climate change,” said the economic consultant.

He admitted that he, as an economist, had not taken the phenomena seriously enough earlier because the data at
that time was still inconclusive.

However, he realized that climate change is a�ecting agriculture and other economic activities when he examined
more recent data on temperature rise and increase in sea water levels.

Prof Datin Dr Norizan Abdul Razak, who had researched, who had used social media to help rural women in
poverty-stricken areas to become entrepreneurs, said  the hazards of climate change should be explained to all.

She said global warming and rising sea water levels are issues that should be discussed in the mainstream media,
and not just social media.

Dr Vivien Yew, an anthropologist, said studies done among the �shing   communities near the coastal town of
Tanjung Karang found that  the people there were aware of climate change.

“The �sh catch is declining. This �shing village knows about climate change and sea-level rise, but don’t know what
to do. We were looking into the sustainability of the environment, also on the economics, on how we help them
improve their livelihoods,” Dr Yew explained.

More alarming for the inhabitants was seeing their houses slowly collapsing.

“Out of 50 houses there, 2 had collapsed, 3 were collapsing. The families helped each other by shoring up their



“Out of 50 houses there, 2 had collapsed, 3 were collapsing. The families helped each other by shoring up their
houses with rocks to try to prevent the houses from further collapsing.

She added that more should be done to help the communities.

The other universities participating in the special session were University of Tokyo at Kashima campus,
Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Indian Institute of Technology at Kharagpur and Vietnam National University,

Hanoi.  



Other Articles

Role of Corporate Lawyer Pertinent in International Business A�airs – Prof Akira Saito
13 PhD Students Share Research Findings
Show Support To UKM, Alumni Advised
UKM Promote Social Business to Students
UMBI Cancer Run 2017 Attracts Some 700 Participants
KSBM Measures Mastery of Malay Language – Prof Dato’ Dr Teo Kok Seong
UKM Produces Holistic and Balanced Students
UMBI DNA Day Fosters Interest in Science
UKM’s Anjung Santai UKM4BANGI Encourage Love of Knowledge
Stay Active to be Healthy- Dato’ Wira Othman Aziz
Fiesta Ranggoli Collects RM25,000
UKM Will Continue To Support ASEAN Academic Community
UKM Student, ASEAN University Al-Quran Recital First Runner-Up
Cultural Congress 2017 Emphasizes the Interest of Malay Language
UKM-Politeknik Negeri Medan Educational Cooperation
UKM Kuala Lumpur 2017 Volunteers will Make Great Leaders
Students Should Be Ready to Face Job Market Demands – Dato’ Sri Ismail
Sports Help Strengthen Unity of Multicultural Society
Lecturers Should Have Passion and Sense of Responsibility – Tan Sri Dr Anuwar
Dare Make Changes, Women Advised

Disclaimer  Security Policy  Privacy Policy  Disclaimer Third Language Translation  
Centre for Corporate Communications 
The National University of Malaysia 
43600 UKM, Bangi Selangor, MALAYSIA 
Tel: +603 8921 4908/ 5540/ 3370 
Fax: +603 8921 4097 
E-mail : pkk@ukm.edu.my 
Technical Support : webmaster@ukm.edu.my

 
Copyright © 2017 The National University of Malaysia

This site can be accessed using smart devices. Best viewed using the latest versions of web browsers on a minimum resolution of 1024x768. 
For further explanation can be read here.

v6.7.2

News Archive

http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/role-of-corporate-lawyer-pertinent-in-international-business-affairs-prof-akira-saito/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/13-phd-students-share-research-findings/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/show-support-to-ukm-alumni-advised/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukm-promote-social-business-to-students/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/umbi-cancer-run-2017-attracts-some-700-participants/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ksbm-measures-mastery-of-malay-language-prof-dato-dr-teo-kok-seong/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukm-produces-holistic-and-balanced-students/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/umbi-dna-day-fosters-interest-in-science/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukms-anjung-santai-ukm4bangi-encourage-love-of-knowledge/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/stay-active-to-be-healthy-dato-wira-othman-aziz/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/fiesta-ranggoli-collects-rm25000/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukm-will-continue-to-support-asean-academic-community/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukm-student-asean-university-al-quran-recital-first-runner-up/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/cultural-congress-2017-emphasizes-the-interest-of-malay-language/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukm-politeknik-negeri-medan-educational-cooperation/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/ukm-kuala-lumpur-2017-volunteers-will-make-great-leaders/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/students-should-be-ready-to-face-job-market-demands-dato-sri-ismail/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/sports-help-strengthen-unity-of-multicultural-society/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/lecturers-should-have-passion-and-sense-of-responsibility-tan-sri-dr-anuwar/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/dare-make-changes-women-advised/
http://www.ukm.my/news/disclaimer/
http://www.ukm.my/news/security-policy/
http://www.ukm.my/news/privacy-policy/
http://www.ukm.my/news/disclaimer-third-language-translation/
https://www.facebook.com/UKMOfficial
https://twitter.com/ukm_my
https://www.youtube.com/ukmtubes
https://instagram.com/ukminsta/
mailto:pkk@ukm.edu.my
mailto:webmaster@ukm.edu.my
http://browsehappy.com/
http://www.ukm.my/template/
http://www.ukm.my/news/Latest_News/

