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Can interactions be a key driver in the 

implementation of the SDGs? 

 

• Some goals and targets have conflictual 

relationships; progress in one area may come 

at the expense of progress in others.  

• Understanding potential synergies and trade-

offs is critical for efficient and coherent 

implementation and monitoring  

 

 

 

 



Going beyond synergies and 

trade-offs: a seven-point scale 

• Negative interactions: cancelling (-3), 

counteracting (-2),  constraining (-1) 

• Neutral interaction: consistent 

• Positive interactions: enabling (+1), 

reinforcing (+2) and indivisible (+3) 

 

 

Nilsson, M., D. Griggs and M. Visbeck, 2016. Map the 

interactions between Sustainable Development Goals. 

Nature, 534:320-322.  



 

The report includes detailed analysis of four 
SDGs and their interactions with other goals 

• SDG2 Zero Hunger 

• SDG3 Good Health and Well-being 

• SDG7 Affordable and Clean Energy 

• SDG14 Life below Water 

 

Four case studies 



Approach 

 

• Each chapter examines interactions 

between an ‘entry goal’ and targets 

under other goals 

• Scientists identified key interactions for 

through expert judgment and available 

literature 

• The teams identified over 300 target-

level interactions, mostly synergistic 

• The resulting analysis was peer-

reviewed by outside experts, including 

from the global membership of the 

Council 

 

 

 





1. Convene people from a wide range of expertise to identify the 
interactions between and among the 17 SDGs in each country. This will 
help prioritize investments, and create a common language and 
approach, as well as break down siloes and work across sectors. 

2. Map existing institutions and actors to assess a country’s potential to 
meet the SDGs. This will help determine who should do what and where 
there are gaps to fill. 

3. Enact change so that achievement of the SDGs can happen across 
sectors. This may involve creating cross-cutting coordination 
mechanisms to allocate resources, share data and information, facilitate 
research and innovation, and build capacity.  

4. Apply a similar integrated perspective to monitoring, evaluation, and 
review as a country works toward achieving the SDGs.  

 

Recommendations 
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