
THE EXCHANGE STUDENT PROGRAM 

 

NAZARBAYEV INTTELECTUAL SCHOOL 

 

From the 12th till the 20th of January , a few students of Kolej Permata Pintar Negara 

were involved in an exchange program with Nazarbayev Intellectual School located in 

Astana. Both  schools established a diplomatic relationship with one another to learn 

from their differences and embrace the culture.  The four exchange students were 

Aiman Hazim , Arman  , Ku Nazhan and Shahir Shaari. The trip was also accompanied by 

our director Prof. Dato’ Dr. Noriah bt Mohd Ishak as well as miss Suzaina binti Joli and 

Mr. Ammar Hafiz. 

 We experienced a long flight , approximately 10 hours before the plane touched 

down in Almaty before transiting to Astana . As soon as we reached Astana , we were 

welcomed by the principal and vice principal of the school. Our first impression of the 

people of Kazakhstan was that they were very friendly and open , always warm and 

welcoming. We then went to the boarding house to settle down . As soon as we got 

there , we were once again welcomed warmly with a Traditional Kazakhstan welcome . 

they tossed  candies and sweets and played many traditional instruments. It was  a very 

heartwarming welcome. We were then brought to our rooms in the boarding house. 

Living in their dormitories, We realized that everyone there was like one big family . 

everyone knew each other and were close with everyone . There were no groups , 

everyone was the same. This was a very comfortable environment for us because we 



got to know most of the students who lived there without any discomfort. We then had 

a tour around the school followed by a welcome party for us to get to know the students 

who lived there. 

 The next day , we attended classes and went sightseeing. During school hours , 

we got to know many other students. They seemed very interested in us because this 

was the first time they had exchange students in their school. During the class sessions 

we realized that they had a very different vision and way of teaching in the school. Most 

of the teachers taught the students with passion and enthusiasm which made the 

process of learning a lot easier. The teachers also used interesting methods to help the 

students to get a better understanding of the topic. That evening, we went to the 

Museum of the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan as well as Bayterek tower, 

the monument of Astana.  What we noticed during the tour was that many of the 

buildings in the city had the same colour , ranging from yellow to light brown. It appears 

that those colors represented a calm sensation for the people. After a myriad of visits to 

many different tourists attractions, we also realized that every edge in the design of a 

certain building represents something different. For example, the pigeon designs in the 

museum represented freedom for the people of Kazakhstan which was a very beautiful 

thing to witness because it showed how much their people value their country. That 

night, we had dinner at restaurant Alasha , which was one of the fanciest restaurants in 

town. The food was great , the performances was excellent but most importantly , we 

were accompanied by great people during our dinner. We also learnt to try new things 

that night , one of it being horse meat which tasted exquisite.  

 The next day , we were up early to prepare for our Dombyra lessons. Dombyra is 

a traditional musical instrument which resembled something like a ukulele but playing 

the Dombyra was no easy task. As for Ku Nazhan, Arman and Aiman who could already 

play instruments like the guitar, it wasn’t much of a challenge but for Shahir , it was one 

of the most difficult things he have ever done before. However, he was determined to 

finish learning the song and at the end of the class, he managed to play his first song. 

We then proceeded to our aerospace class  where we learnt how much the Kazakhstan 

government was involved in the aerospace industry. We then managed to build our own 

rockets with the help of the instructor. He was a nice man , despite his inability to 

communicate with us in English , we could still feel his warmth. We then carried on to 

pottery class which was amazing because it was our first time trying pottery which 

proved to be no easy task. It required the control of energy as well as lots of internal 

energy to produce nice results. The instructor was very patient with us as he also helped 

us to shape the clay into something acceptable . At the end of the class, our clothes were 

dirty but our hearts were filled with happiness. Something that really impresses us is the 

schools facilities which can almost be called perfect. They had dance studios, aerospace 

studios as well as a room specially for pottery. During the pottery session , we used our 



creativity the best we could but unfortunately we didnt have the talent to end our 

session with a final product that wasn’t mushy.  

 We also went for tours around the city such as the Hazret Sultan Mosque and 

the Palace of Peace and Reconciliation. We experienced the spiritual side of Kazakhstan 

and it was definitely interesting . The mosque wasn’t just huge , it was also filled with 

designs that filled the whole mosque with serenity. The mosque was open to public but 

it was also a tourist attraction as it is the second biggest mosque in Central Asia. During 

the visit , we realized that no matter how different a culture may be compared to 

another , it will always lead to the same ethics and morality of a human being in a certain 

place during a certain time period. In both the buildings that we visited, the architectural 

state was undeniably magnificent but it was the history of both the buildings that left a 

mark in our hearts. That night, we had dinner with the president of the school council 

and some members as well. we had a cultural exchange and we also tried to improve 

both our schools by sharing our specialties. During the dinner, we also noticed that the 

student council was not differentiated by age but by their abilities to carry out a certain 

task which is something that is very rare here in Malaysia. 

 The next day , we learnt many traditional Kazakhstan dances . We have to admit 

that their dances are very challenging and tiring but wheres the fun without the 

challenge, right? The dancing instructor was a very kind lady and she was always patient 

with our misendeavors. Another thing that was new to us in the school was this slot 

called dynamic break. It is held around 10am everyday , an interval between the first 

and the second period. Throughout the 20 minute section, students were required to 

gather at the gymnasium and dance which will be lead by the dancing instructor. It was 

a very good idea because it helped the students to release stress as well as interact with 

one another. This can be implemented here in Malaysia if the punctuality of the students 

is in a good manner which is a major issue in many institutions. We also learnt the 

Kazakhstan language which was simpler compared to Mandarin language due to the 

syllables . The challenge of learning a new challenge proved that a learning process 

depends very much on the environment of the student. Effective teaching is also very 

crucial in the process of studying. Later that evening , we went to Hotel Zhumbaktas for 

dinner with our director . The dinner was very enjoyable and relaxed because we ate on 

the floor in our directors room , served with all sorts of food varying from Malaysian 

instant Nasi Goreng Kampung to the Kazakhstan horse sausage. We had a lot of fun just 

discussing many issues accompanied by many games of chess and warm vibes.  

 The weekend arrived and we were headed out to Borovoe , which is a skiing 

resort center far away from Astana. This was actually the favorite part of the trip 

because we got to witness the outskirts of town which was marvelous . The temperature 

in Borovoe was a lot colder compared to Astana, not forgetting the constant breeze 

which made things even colder. The snow was also a lot thicker, making the place almost 

heaven-like . We checked into the hotel and had our dinner which consisted of duck 



meat and horse meat. We really loved the meat in Kazakhstan but we also missed our 

heavy Malaysian rice in Malaysia.  The next day ,we went to the ski resort which was 

beautiful because it was located in the mountain side, giving it a breathtaking scenery. 

We had a lot of fun at the ski resort but the best feeling was despite the extreme cold 

temperature which reached almost -40c, we managed to adapt the temperature while 

we were enjoying ourselves . This shows how we can adapt to any situation as long as 

we try to look past the bad sides . We also had hot chocolate after skiing which was a 

very warm solution to our frozen physique.  Throughout our long rides to and from 

Astana , the principal entertained us by making jokes and chatting with us. We really 

appreciated his efforts that day . 

 The next day , we went to the museum of Kazakh history with Mr Nurbolat. He’s 

already like a father-figure to us now and we are all very fond of him. At the museum 

we listened to the explanation regarding the Prime Minister, the country and its history. 

We usually don’t like going to museums but out of respect we listened to the explanation 

given by the guide. To my surprise, we enjoyed listening to the explanation and it just 

shows that if we allow our heart to do something, we will get the most out of the process. 

We ended the tour with lots of new knowledge and a better understanding of the 

country as well as the culture. Later that evening,   we went shopping at one of the 

biggest shopping malls in Astana , Khan Shatyr. It was shaped like a tent and also holds 

the record for the biggest tent in the world. The shopping mall had a very nice interior 

design and also a unique structure. We were accompanied by our friends Dier, Zhanelle 

and also Moldir. They were very professional in a sense of tour guiding and we managed 

to explore the whole shopping centre in less than 5 hours. The thing there were also a 

lot cheaper compared to Malaysia which makes me wonder about the international 

import/export industry. Throughout our time there , we managed to do a lot of shopping 

and sightseeing.  What interested us the most about the shopping centre was the top 

floor . it’s something like an indoor beach and it really amazed us.  That night , we went 

ice skating which was also very memorable for us. The ice rinks were a lot bigger than 

the ones in Malaysia and most of the people there could skate very well . We understood 

that this was due to the fact that ice hockey is a common game among their people. The 

ice rink really gave out good vibes which made us enjoy the skating session a lot more.  

 The following day , we had computer science which was a new subject to us. 

After learning from the instructor , we managed to understand a bit about computer 

science especially regarding the first, second and third generation of computers. It was 

all quite interesting to us and actually developed an interest towards the subject at the 

end of the class. We also had a debate which was a very effective way of developing our 

understanding towards the topic that we were studying. Later that day , we had robotics 

class which was also very enjoyable . That evening , we went to visit the Nazarbayev 

University . We were given a tour around the university and  we was very amazed 

because although the size of the university is a smaller than most of the universities here 



in Malaysia, the facilities provided was excellent. The university was associated with the 

National football stadium, the ice rink and a lot more facilities. In terms of education ,the 

university is still new but it has already developed twinning programs with many 

universities in the USA and UK. The university also has a very suitable atmosphere for 

learning and honestly quite interested in studying there . 

 We were approaching the last few days of our program and we were starting to 

feel melancholic but we still enjoyed the program as much as we could. We learned a 

lot throughout our time here in Kazakhstan . Being in a different country taught us to be 

more independent and trained us to fit into whatever situation we was in. The culture 

in this country really is amazing and there is just so much to learn. We feel that the best 

thing about this program is the opportunity it provides for you to open up your mind 

and make new friends. There is always more than meets the eye for those who are 

willing to see. We went to Kazakhstan with the hopes of probably gaining some new 

experiences and a friend or two but we received a life changing experience in return. 

We are very grateful that this program have opened up our mind and made we see 

things in the bigger picture . Although life goes on , we very thankful for receiving this 

opportunity and we will try to make the best use of my experience there. We also hope 

that many programs like this will be held in the future so everyone can have an 

opportunity to witness this vast world.    

 

Muhammad Arman Aizat bin Norazaham Hakim 

Shahir bin Sha’ari 

Muhammad Aiman Hazim bin Osman   

Ku Nazhan B. Ku Mahadzir 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE STUDENTS FROM PERMATApintar NATIONAL GIFTED CENTRE 

FROM LEFT: KU NAZHAN, MUHD AIMAN HAZIM, MUHD ARMAN AIZAT, SHAHIR SHAARI 

 

 

 



 

THE NAZARBAVEY UNIVERSITY BUILDING; ADMINISTRATION BLOCK 

 

 

FROM LEFT: MR AMMAR HAFIZ, MDM SUZAINA, PROF DATUK DR NORIAH, MR 

MEIRAM (PRINCIPAL OF NIS ASTANA) 



 

THE STUDENTS FROM THE DORM OF NIS ASTANA WELCOMING PERMATA TEAM 

 

THE STUDENTS OF PERMATA AND NIS ASTANA IN THE LIBRARY 



 

PROF DATUK DR NORIAH OBSERVING THE CLASSES OF NIS 

 

STUDENTS IN THE CLASSES (CHEMISTRY) 



 

PERMATA STUDENTS IN KAZAKH CLASS 

 

PROF DATUK DR NORIAH AND MDM SUZAINA HAVING DINNER WITH THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE MEMBERS OF NIS 



 

 

THE PERMATA TEAM IN BURABAY, ON THE BURABAY LAKE 

FROM LEFT: MDM SUZAINA, PROF NORIAH, MR AMMAR HAFIZ (BLUE JACKET) 


