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“S& T are just tools; their proper usage requires 

foresight and responsibility for ultimate sustainability 

of the fate of our descendants. 

 

………while researchers could be driven by pure 

curiosity, from the beginning, they should be 

application-oriented in satisfying a public need. 

Scientists and researchers must prove by the 

choice of relevant problems, their willingness to not 

only serve society but to educate students to 

become responsible citizens”. 
 
 
Richard Ernst, Nobel prize winner, 1971 
Speaking at the annual Science, Technology and Society 
(STS) Forum in Kyoto (2009) 
 



to share its expertise and resources for participatory, bottom-up,  

people-centered development. 

To meet the emerging needs of society  

University’s commitment  

to steer its 

SOCIETAL ENGAGEMENT:  NOT MERE OUTREACH 

        BUT A MINDSET  
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• Apply inventions to innovatively solve problems (e.g 

poverty, health, social imbalance, environmental 

degradation) as an active  agent & partner in societal 

change 

• Academic freedom: Critic & conscience of society 

• Use the community as the classroom to inculcate 

ethics, values & responsibility through real world 

lessons, emphasising:  

– Spirituality, beliefs, tradition, custom, culture 

– Right or wrong, good or evil, tolerance, mutual 

respect  

– Happiness, sharing, caring, loving 

   

GOALS OF SOCIETAL ENGAGEMENT 

Solar panels 
in remote 
Orang Asli 
villages 



MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO ADDRESS SOCIAL NEEDS 
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    Living Labs @ UKM 

 Langkawi  Geopark Research Station 

 Mersing Marine Ecosystem Research 

Station 

 Fraser’s Hill Montane Research Station 

 Lake Chini Research Station 

 Lata Jarum Freshwater Recreational 

Forest Research Station 

 UKM Bangi Permanent Forest Reserve 

Langkawi : Southeast 
Asia’s 1st UNESCO Global 
Geopark 
 

Fraser’s Hill 
Research Station 

 

Bangi Campus 
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• >20 years: RESEARCH on the 

geological, archeological, cultural, 

biodiversity  and ecological wonders 

of the Langkawi archipelago 
 

• JUNE 1 2007: 1st UNESCO GLOBAL 

GEOPARK IN SOUTHEAST ASIA  & 

WORLD'S 52ND GEOPARK 

 

UKM LANGKAWI RESEARCH STATION 

ONSLAUGHT OF TOURISTS 
 

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER:  
 
     cultural preservation 
     training programs to  
 expand economic opportunities 
 for ecotourism  
      community awareness     
 program to keep Geopark 
 sustainable  
 



>15 YEARS OF RESEARCH 

AND CONSERVATION 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

LAKE CHINI : THREATENED BY DEVELOPMENT 

ACTIVITIES     

 UNESCO  BIOSPHERE 
 RESERVE 

REVIVE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

IMPROVE LIVELIHOOD  

THROUGH ENTREPRENEURIAL 

ACTIVITIES OF INDIGENOUS 

COMMUNITIES  AROUND THE 

LAKE 
 

advocacy 



Power for TV, radio 

ORANG ASLI: INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

SOLAR ENERGY RESEARCH  (SERI): SOLAR PANELS 

FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN REMOTE  AREAS 

Stand alone solar panels tested in 

remote Orang Asli villages 

Street lighting 

Drying food 

LESSON: bottom up development requires a people centric 
approach with identification of real concerns and needs. 
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 University Key Performance Indicators (KPI) 

% staff & students in societal engagement 

# community engaged research Projects  

UP TO  

credits 

Criteria for annual appraisal and promotion  

societal engagement integrated in research, 

education and service, not as a separate track. 

for societal engagement covering outcomes such as 

social responsibility, ethics & professionalism, team skills 

& communication, management & entrepreneurialism 

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS AND REWARDS 

Recognition 
Annual  group & individual Innovation Awards in 

Community Partnership initiatives which involve 

knowledge/technology  transfer  



• capacity building training in : 

- Social participatory research 

- Skills and competencies to access funding for societal 

engagement 

- Developing systems and processes for stakeholder 

engagement  

- Examining the social impact of societal engaged 

projects. 

CAPACITY BUILDING 



• UNESCO (eg UNESCO Global Network of Geoparks) 

• Talloires network of community engaged universities  

• AsiaEngage  

• ASEAN youth volunteer program 

• Universities & research institutes 

• etc 

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 

Website : www.asiaengage.org Website : talloiresnetwork.tufts.edu 



• ECONOMIC 

– Ecotourism & services industry 

– Social business,  job creation, entrepreneurship 

– Manufacturing industries   

 

• ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND CLIMATE 

CHANGE MITIGATION 

 

• SOCIAL WELL BEING  

– Inter culture understanding - foundation of national 

UNITY  

– Unity is bedrock of DEVELOPMENT,  PEACE & 

PROSPERITY 

– “Good neighbour” relationship – hosts to students 

living in the community 

 

• BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE 

IMPACT OF SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT ON 

THE COMMUNITY 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

In the world of university rankings,  

what universities and teachers do  

to inspire young minds, to create & 

innovate, to speak freely unfettered  

by fear or anxiety,  to be imbued  

with a deep sense of volunteerism,  

social responsibility & 

entrepreneurship are not translated 

into ranking indicators 
 

This must not deter us. What 

matters most is its the 

immeasurable moral 

standards and contribution 

to sustainability. 
 
“Not all that counts can be 

counted”.  
 



THANK YOU 



IMPACT OF SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT ON UKM 
Tremendous although difficult to measure in quantitative terms 

• Knowledge more meaningful  when mutually exchanged 
 

• Quality & effectiveness of educational and research 
programmes through links to the ‘real’ world, social 
relevance for future & current needs 

 

• Build knowledge communities & strengthen national 
innovation system 
 

• Apply inventions to innovatively solve problems (e.g 
poverty, health, social imbalance, environmental 
degradation) in ethical manner 
 

• Provide real-life experience and holistic learning 
experience for  

• developing leadership, organizational ability, team 
spirit and responsibility.  

 

• Inculcating inter ethnic respect and valuing of cultural 

diversity 
 

 


