
Moderator:
Shaharudin Muhammad Ismail

 Rapporteur
 Lee Jing

 Assistant Rapporteur
 Nurul Ashikin Alias

Group Members:
Taka Horio

Elmira Shamshiry
Goh Choo Ta

Harundar Rai Singh
Abd. Rahman Abd. Rahim

Mawaddah Azizan
Akashah Najizat

Nurliyana Abdul Rahaman
Chamhuri Siwar
Pedro Walpole

Zainal Abidin Sanusi
Ismail Abustan
Chan Jit Seng



Q1: What is Sustainability Science and how can it help
address society-environment interaction and contribute to
the achievement of sustainable development?

Definition of Sustainability Science

•Science should not be interpreted as natural science, but it should be 
defined as a methodology.
•Sustainability science refers to economic, environment and society
•SuS has to be looked from a transformative perspective, instead of 
merely adaptation and application.
•Balancing of participation 
•Common understanding and cross-cutting, there must be a same 
understanding at all levels
•It is a challenging task to define SuS, it is better to define it through a  
logical framework approach by laying down the criteria, values, 
fundamentals, and approaches to be adopted.
•The formula developed is too anthropocentric, the environment should 
not be subsumed as part of capital assets (Cn). Instead, it should be 
made one of the main factors in the formula. Apart from that, culture and 
spiritual values should feature into the formula in order to reflect a more 
holistic account of human well being.



 How communication could be translated down to the 
society, who is doing the communication, and that should 
be where Sc should be taken next

 2 approaches recommended: top down and bottom up
 Important to have political will
 Dissemination of research output and to be translated to 

the public. There must be a translation interface, where an 
interface process has to be undertaken to make it useable 
and applicable to the society.

 Education and training of at all levels of society, in 
particularly through the education of the younger 
generation. It should also be done through the value 
system, and the local culture. If the knowledge embraces 
by the culture, the knowledge generated could be 
sustainable

 Outreach to the society must be continuous in the media.



Q2: What current policy implementations might fall under 
sustainability science and can capture best practices?

•There is a need for political will from top down, like a road map 
that everybody can participate in the road map voluntarily.
•Knowledge and action. It is the combination of these two 
aspects. 
•Green practices should go in parallel with SuS.
•Best practices should be highlighted and documented to 
provide guidance for the society at large.
•The need for transparency to bring awareness in the real term 
where actual data, collected from all disciplines, are shared with 
the public
•The imposition of mandatory legal requirements, where policy 
is incorporated into legislation to initiate action. 
•The competency of decision maker, not the institutional alone, 
but the capacity of the decision makers. This could be done 
through capacity building.
•SuS should not reside in one ministry or agency, but it should 
be transcend all agencies. There is a need for a sustainability 
road map and goals that chart the inter-agency collaboration



Role the partnerships to implement sustainability 
at global, regional, national and local level?

•Partnership is crucial in the implementation of sustainability. 
These partners are from the global, regional and national and 
local levels, including international organisations, regional 
bodies, national agencies, private sectors, NGOs, CBOs, local 
authorities, civil society groups, the academia etc.
•Bringing together differences towards achieving a common 
goal. Sharing the information, knowledge, experiences, 
expertise, resources, including financial support. 
•To enhance collaboration, cooperation and to build networking 
and outreach. This includes capacity building.
•Coproduction of knowledge, and its implementation. Best 
practices can be shared. 
•Common but differentiated responsibility where partnership 
could work.
•To bring all these together, sharing, networking, in 
consideration of financial and administrative support to enable 
and facilitate the partnership. 


