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Akhpat Monastery, Armenia

Armenia has an extremely mountainous landscape, with an average elevation of about 1,800 m (5,900 ft). Most of the country lies on the Armenian Highland, which is characterized by high mountains and deep gorges. This monastery is in the Alaverdi Region of Armenia at the foothills of mountains on the country’s northern border. Akhpat and the nearby monastery of Sanahin formed important centres of learning and written culture and represent a unique blending between domestic Caucasian architecture and the evolved Byzantine style. Akhpat was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996, and Sanahin in 2000.
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Fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh Territory

Beginning in the late 1980s, Armenia and Azerbaijan engaged in a destructive war over the autonomous region of Nagorno-Karabakh. In 1994 and 1995, Armenia gained control of the mountainous enclave, which is located in Azerbaijan but inhabited mostly by Armenians. Here, a battle in early 1992 reduced the village of Kirkijan to rubble.

