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Lisbon is believed to have been founded by the Phoenicians and occupied by the Romans in the 2nd century bc and by the Visigoths in the 5th century ad. The city was held by the Moors from 716 until it was recaptured by the Portuguese in 1147. Around 1260 Lisbon became the capital of the kingdom of Portugal, and following a period of colonial expansion, it became one of the wealthiest cities in Europe. It declined in importance during the period of Spanish rule (1580-1640). In 1755 an earthquake, followed by a tidal wave and a fire, destroyed much of the city. Portugal remained neutral during World War II, and Lisbon became both a haven and a port of embarkation for refugees from all over Europe. A 1988 fire, called the worst disaster in the city's history since 1755, destroyed the shopping district.
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Lisbon, Portugal

The old section of Lisbon retains the narrow, winding streets and aging buildings that survived the earthquake of 1755. The Monastery of Jeronimos, foreground, was built in 1498 as a monument to the 15th-century navigators who discovered the sea route to India. New Lisbon, background, has the straight, broad, tree-lined streets and modern skyscrapers typical of a European capital and centre of trade.

