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Abstract: Literary materials are one of the resources that can be utilized in the process of
teaching and learning the foreign language. However, they are rarely featured as teaching
aids to improve the proficiency of non-native students except those who choose to
specialize in the study of Arabic literature. Hence, this article presents a study on
perceptions of non-Arab students on the use of novels in learning Arabic. It also
determined strategies employed by the students when using novels in learning Arabic.
Data were thematically analyzed and findings of the study showed that the use of literary
texts really helps students to improve their language skills, and this is because it consist
of each of the linguistic branches such as grammar, morphology, and rhetoric. However
there are some challenges should be identified to ensure the effectiveness of using literary
text in teaching and learning foreign language such as the lack of efforts between the two
parties, teachers and students, the inappropriate selection of literary texts, the difficulty
of obtaining literary materials, and the lack of enthusiasm among students in reading
literary texts. The article then proposes several approaches to stenhance the use of novels
in Arabic language learning. Several suggestions can be implemented to integrate
literature and linguistics so that learning Arabic becomes more student-centred and
effective through new approaches.

Keywords: Arabic language learning, literary texts, teaching materials, language skills,
challenge
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