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Abstract

This study explores the poetic talent of Imam al-Shafi'i (may God be
pleased with him), revealing his literary style in conveying his innermost
thoughts and wisdom, imbued with asceticism, piety, and chastity. While
Imam al-Shafi'i is known as a jurist (Faqih), and is the founder of one
of the four major schools of Islamic jurisprudence, he was also an
eloquent poet, possessing a refined sensibility, chaste nature, and gentle
speech. He composed numerous poems on a wide range of subjects and
themes, all of which focus on wisdom, asceticism, and contentment, yet
are distinguished by their high literary quality. This aspect of his work
is perhaps unknown to many, and this study aims to unveil this hidden
facet of Imam al-Shafi'i's literary output. The study will be a rhetorical
and literary analysis of his poem "Let the Days Do What They Will,"
(Da’ie Ayyamu Taf alu Ma Tasha'uo) one of his beautiful poems that
addresses predestination, divine decree, and God's will concerning His
creation, their sustenance, their destinies, and their lifespans. This is a
descriptive-analytical study in which we will extract the rhetorical
aspects and artistic imagery, then analyze and describe the literary and
rhetorical devices employed, relying on sensory perception and literary
imagination.

Keywords: Poetry, poetic themes, wisdom, asceticism, contentment,
artistic imagery, rhetorical aspects.
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