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Abstract

This study examines a poetic correspondence preserved in an Arabic
manuscript from Ghana, consisting of a poem titled Tasliyat al-Mazliim
(“Consolation of the Wronged”) and a poetic reply. The study aims to
explore the discursive structure and the social, religious, and pragmatic
functions embedded in the two poems within the Islamic scholarly milieu
of West Africa. The research begins with establishing the manuscript
text, followed by a rhetorical, stylistic, pragmatic, and rhythmic analysis
situated within its broader historical and cultural setting. The study
demonstrates that the two poems form an integrated epistolary unit
whose significance extends beyond literary expression to include
functions of consolation, preservation of scholarly status, and
management of social tension within the learned community. It also
shows how themes such as envy, loss, and supplication are reinterpreted
within a shared ethical and religious framework, while rhythm and
stylistic organisation reinforce meaning and facilitate circulation within
scholarly and pedagogical environments. The study ultimately
highlights the vital role of poetic correspondence in reflecting social and
cultural dynamics within West African Muslim scholarly communities
and its importance in shaping community identity.

Keywords: Poetic correspondence, Arabic manuscripts, pragmatics,
stylistic analysis, poetic rhythm, religious discourse, scholarly
community
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