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FOREWORD
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh

Grateful to Allah SWT, all praises are only to Him, the most Gracious and Merciful. We glorify Him
for His blessing in giving us the precious opportunity and moment to gather at this auspicious and
memorable event. 1¥ International Seminar on Islamic Civilization: Islamic Civilization in the World
(ISIC 2018) was held from 13-14 January 2018, and participated by Taiwanese and Malaysian
scholars from various backgrounds in order to share about latest research findings in the field of
Islamic Civilization.

Given this opportunity to write on behalf of the organizing committee, we would like to thank all of
distinguished guests, researchers and academicians from Taiwan and Malaysia for realizing: 1%
International Seminar on Islamic Civilization (ISIC 2018).

This international seminar is an excellent platform to bring together the Taiwanese and Malaysian
experts in Islamic Civilization in one meeting to share and exchange views, and subsequently
collaborate in research and publications on the issues centered on Islamic Civilization.

The organizers: Institute of Islam Hadhari (ITH), Complex Tun Abdullah Mohd Salleh, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 UKM Bangi, Selangor, MALAYSIA; Department of Arabic Language
and Culture, National Chengchi University (NCCU), NO.64, Sec.2, ZhiNan Rd., Wenshan District,
Taipei City 11605, Taiwan (R.O.C); Pusat Citra Universiti, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600
UKM Bangi, Selangor, MALAYSIA; and Faculty of Islamic Studies, Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia, 43600 UKM Bangi, Selangor, MALAYSIA have put their efforts together to offer such
auspicious program: 1% International Seminar on Islamic Civilization: Islamic Civilization in the
World (ISIC 2018). On behalf of the organizers we would like to express our utmost gratitude to all
sponsors and supporters for their generous contributions which makes the event possible.

We have managed to invite some of the top scholars in Taiwan and Malaysia to share their views
towards enhancing the academic discourse in Islamic Civilization. Coupled with more than 20 papers
contributed by researchers from Taiwan and Malaysia, we hope that this event is conducive to
connect amongst fellow researchers, and to discuss the pertaining issues, in view of the impact of
globalization.

On behalf of the organizing committee, we would like to express our gratitude to all honorable guests
and participants of ISIC 2018.

Wassalam

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Mohd Yusof Hj Othman FASc;
Prof. Dr. Jeng, Huey-Tsyr;

Prof. Dr. Khaidzir Ismail; and

Prof. Dr. Wan Kamal Mujani

Chairs of ISIC 2018
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Dialectal Features in Old Arabic Proverbs

Mahmoud Talab Abdeldeen

mahmoudtalab@yahoo.com
Department of Arabic Language and Culture, National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract
This research aims at investigating the dialectal features in the old Arabic proverbs, because the old proverbs have
retained a number of dialectical features. It seems that their richness in these features is due to the fact that these
proverbs have been spoken in different environments because people transmit proverbs among themselves by way of
dialects in the manner when the words are told and heard for the first time. The proverbs are like linguistic templates
which do not change, and perhaps this helps to preserve the linguistic and literary values of proverbs. They are
considered as a historical document which retains its original form more than any other type of language styles because
they are not changed or modulated. The proverbs, according to their contents, have been said by all people from all
social and intellectual categories, which makes them closer to the spoken linguistic reality among people, and that is
why many dialectal features prevail in every linguistic environment.
The study of proverbs from the dialectal aspect has a great benefit because it is the language of the people, which is
spoken or said at the event with no artificiality. The proverbs are considered a truthful mirror of the dialect, and
dialectal scholars rely heavily on them. Especially when the proverbs are attributed to their original dialects, they have
great value in establishing roots of linguistic diversity within a single linguistic frame.
It is known that proverbs are linguistic testimonies, thus linguists are interested in collecting and recording them, and
also, grammarians quote them in their books, though the proverbs are apparently outnumbered by the citations from
poetry and the Holy Quran. However, despite the fewness, they are important in their linguistic features, which were
preserved by native speakers with brief wording and desired meaning.
This research will rely on the analytical and descriptive approach to demonstrate the dialectical features in the
proverbs. I will study the features that illustrate linguistic diversities by native Arabic speakers by using sources from
books of proverbs, dictionaries, grammatical books and other linguistic sources that will be mentioned in the content
of this research.

Keywords: Old Arabic proverbs; dialect; common language; dialectal features

© 2018 Published by HADHARI-UKM.
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