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Cover Illustration:  
The late Dr. Surin Pitsuwan. Surin Abdul Halim bin Ismail Pitsuwan was the great Southeast Asian 
statesman, scholar, politician, and diplomat of Thai people of Malay descent. He was born in Nakhon 
Si Thammarat, southern Thailand on October 28, 1949. Dr. Surin received his first degree in political 
science from Thammasat University before pursuing his studies at Harvard University, receiving his 
MA in1974 and PhD in 1982. His doctoral dissertation was entitled, Islam and Malay Nationalism. Dr. 
Surin began his career as a lecturer at Thammasat University and wrote regularly for daily 
newspapers in Bangkok. He leaved his academic path and started his political career in 1986 as 
member of parliament from Nakhon Si Thammarat. He was appointed many positions before 
becoming Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1997. He was the second Thai to become the secretary-
general of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) during which he served in Jakarta in 
2008 for a five-year term. Dr. Surin passed away on November 30th 2017. This volume is a tribute to 
the late Dr. Surin Pitsuwan. A commemorating article of expanded biography could be found at the 
end of this journal. 
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