
 
 
 
 
 

 
REIMAGINING REFUGEE INTEGRATION AND REALIZING, 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
 

On-Boarding and Capacity Building Session  
15 and 16 October 2020 (virtual) 

 
Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
(UKM), with the support of the Japan Foundation, is organizing an on-boarding and capacity 
building session for selected eight young scholar participants from Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Thailand and Japan on 15 October 2020 and 16 October 2020. It is a closed-door session.  
 
The session aims to build capacity among the young scholar participants prior to undertaking 
their respective research. At the same time, the session attempts to tap into new ideas, 
innovations and concepts among the young scholars that could stimulate the reimagining of 
integration through, or, as the result of the implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). It is guided by two main research inquiries, as follows:-  
 

• First, how the implementation of SDGs creates, builds on and/or paves the way for a 
stronger refugee integration; and  

 
• Secondly, how the existing refugee activities and livelihood strategies create 

opportunities to strengthening integration. 
 

Upon completion of the capacity building session, all young scholar participants will be given 
a month-period to proceed with their respective manuscript writing, prior to presenting it in 
another virtual research seminar, scheduled to take place in November / December 2020.  
 
 

ABOUT THE INITIATIVE  

Refugee population plays an equally important role in realizing the collective vision of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In countries where refugee population is highly 
integrated into the hosting societal structure, they serve as the facilitators or actors in 
realizing the fulfilment of the SDGs, both within their own community and towards the 
hosting society. Nevertheless, in countries where refugee population is not officially 
recognized, they often left behind. The course of the pandemic COVID-19 has further 
exacerbated negative sentiment against refugee community, revealing the fragility of 
integration idealism. This research and capacity building initiative aims to challenge the way 
we think, design and advocate for refugee integration. This necessitates us to reimagining 
integration, leveraging the collective vision of the SDGs, and making sure that the mantra 
of "leaving no one behind" is truly inclusive.  

 

 

 



REIMAGINING REFUGEE INTEGRATION AND REALIZING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 

Capacity Building for Young Scholars 
 

On-Boarding and Capacity Building (1)  
15 October 2020 (9.30am - 1.00pm) 

 
Time Agenda Host and Resource Person 

 
9.20-9.30 Check-In  - Monitored by Secretariat  

 
9.30-9.45 

 
Opening Remarks 
 
 

- Prof. Dr Sufian Jusoh, Director, Institute 
of Malaysian & International Studies, 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) 
 

9.45-10.15 Introduction and On-
Boarding Session  
 
- Ice-breaking 
- Objective and expectation 
- Open session  
 

- Dr Andika Wahab, Fellow, IKMAS (UKM) 

10.15-10.30 Short break  
 

10.30-11.30 Undertaking research on 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) 
 

- Dr Unang Mulkhan, Head of UNILA SDG 
Centre, University of Lampung, Indonesia 
 

11.30-12.00 Undertaking refugee 
research – Integration, 
Voice and Representation  
 

- Dr Andika Wahab, Fellow, IKMAS (UKM) 
and Nur Farhana Abd Khalid, IKMAS 
(UKM) 
 

12.00-1.00 Young Scholar 
Participants’ Proposed 
Research (1) 
 

- Participants 1-4 will share their proposed 
research (10 mins for each participant) 
 
Participant 1: Dr Bhanubhatra Jittiang  
Participant 2: Aslam Abd Jalil  
Participant 3: Dio Herdiawan Tobing 
Participant 4: Balqis Aini Mustaffa 
 
Facilitated by Dr Andika Wahab 
 

 
Time Difference 
Jakarta: 8.30am-12.00pm 
Bangkok: 8.30am-12.00pm 
Tokyo: 10.30am-2.00pm 
 
 
 



REIMAGINING REFUGEE INTEGRATION AND REALIZING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:  

Capacity Building for Young Scholars 
 

On-Boarding and Capacity Building (2)  
16 October 2020 (9.30am - 1.00pm) 

 
Time Agenda Host and Resource Person 

 
9.20-9.30 Check-In  - Monitored by Secretariat  

 
9.30-10.00 

 
Doing ethnography in 
refugee research  
 

- Prof. Dr. Azizah Kassim, President of the 
Refugee Support Group (RSG) and Former 
Principal Fellow, IKMAS (UKM)  

10.00-10.30 
 

Policy research and 
advocacy on refugees 
 

10.30-10.45 Short break  
 

10.45-11.30 Undertaking human 
rights research  
 
 

Dr. Ayesah Uy Abu Bakar, Senior Lecturer 
and Head of the Research Cluster on 
Ethnography and Development, Borneo 
Institute for Indigenous Studies (BorIIS), 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) 
 

11.30-12.00 
 

Integrating gender into 
research 
 
 

12.00-1.00 
 

Young Scholar 
Participants’ Proposed 
Research (2)   

Participants 5-8 will share their proposed 
research (10 mins for each participant)   
 
Participant 5: Dr Aizat Khairi 
Participant 6: Desale Abraha 
Participant 7: Dr Mohammad Riza Nurdin 
Participant 8: Noor Atika Shafinaz Nazri 
 
Facilitated by Dr Andika Wahab 
 

 
Time Difference 
Jakarta: 8.30am-12.00pm 
Bangkok: 8.30am-12.00pm 
Tokyo: 10.30am-2.00pm



 
 

COMPILATION OF ABSTRACTS  
(DRAFT) 

 
& 
 

SHORT BIOGRAPHIES  
(OF YOUNG SCHOLAR PARTICIPANTS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ROHINGYA REFUGEES IN MALAYSIA: WORK 
IN PROGRESS?  

 
AIZAT KHAIRI 

Universiti Kuala Lumpur (UniKL) 
 

Abstract 
 
This paper analyzes the level of quality of education for Rohingya refugees in Malaysia. The 
quality of education is measured based on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a 
blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. Its no. 4 goal is about enhancing 
the quality of education and enables socioeconomic mobility in order to escape poverty. 
However, the challenge faced by Rohingya refugees in Malaysia is they are not officially 
recognized by the host government. One of these consequences is their children are not allowed 
to study in the government-based school for formal education. This situation makes them 
frustrated and uncertain about their future in Malaysia. Nevertheless, to leverage the goal of 
the SDGs and to achieve its motto of "leaving no one behind" the Rohingya refugees 
community took the effort by executing the collaboration with local NGOs especially in the 
education sector. The joint efforts are not only to enhance the quality of education, but it is also 
to tighten the relationship between the refugee’s community and the hosting society. The 
initiatives to open informal schools are the first step to show both government and UNHCR in 
Malaysia about the importance to obtain access for education and the commitment of the 
refugee’s community for the sake of their children’s future. The continuity effort made by 
UNHCR is to provide some financial assistance to manage the informal school and provides 
training for the educator. On the other hand, the representative from the education department 
begins to aware of the existence of the informal school and tries to feel the determination of 
Rohingya’s school children. Hence, the efforts to obtain a better education for Rohingyas in 
Malaysia are a work in progress and all stakeholders should keep the work hard to realize it.  
 

SHORT BIO 
 

 
                                                                  

AIZAT BIN KHAIRI (DR) 
 

Aizat completed his Doctoral degree in Political Science (Peace and Conflict) at Universiti Sains Malaysia 
in 2018 and is currently serving as the Head of Section (Student Development) as well as a senior lecturer 

at UniKL MIMET. His field of expertise includes conflict resolution, human security, comparative 
politics, government & politics in Malaysia and many others. His focus in the programme will be quality 

education for Rohingya refugees in Malaysia 
 



THE RIGHT TO WORK FOR REFUGEES IN MALAYSIA: ACHIEVING 
DURABLE SOLUTIONS AND REALISING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS 
 

ASLAM ABD JALIL 
International Institute of Public Policy and Management (INPUMA), Universiti Malaya  

& the University of Queensland, Australia 
  

Abstract 
 
Malaysia, despite being a ‘temporary host’ country has had ‘a protracted refugee situation’ 
with deprivation of forced migrants’ basic rights including the right to 
work. Previously, some refugees were allowed to work and stay in the country legally and 
there is a consideration to re-implement such policy with a pilot project undergoing currently. I 
argue that granting UNHCR-registered refugees work rights will facilitate the achievement of 
durable solutions for refugees and the realisation of SDGs for both refugee 
and local populations. This paper explores the impacts of the right to work on refugee lived 
experience and political and socio-economic aspects of Malaysia in reference to SDGs. It 
particularly examines how the right to work for refugees granted in the past can be a basis for 
a similar policy formulation in the present. This policy is in line with SDG Goal 1 to end 
poverty, Goal 8 to promote decent work for all and Goal 10 to reduce inequalities by 
2030 especially given that Malaysia has put the commitment on ‘no one is left 
behind’ agenda and revised its poverty line income (PLI). Refugees who are well integrated 
locally are prone to exploitation while the state loses massive revenues from the informal 
economy. Without work rights, refugees are in the deprivation trap exemplified by the 
interlocking disadvantage clusters in someone’s immediate environment. Adapting the concept 
of refugee economies which emphasise a relationship between states, markets and refugees 
instead of a relationship just between states and refugees; I argue that the right to work is the 
first step to support the existing refugee livelihood strategies which will facilitate refugees to 
achieve durable solutions and eventually the realisation of SDGs. This study is timely since 
the Malaysian Government has pledged to formulate a policy for 
refugees.                                                                     

             
SHORT BIO 

 

 
 

ASLAM ABD JALIL 
 

Aslam is currently a PhD candidate at The University of Queensland (UQ), Australia, majoring in 
Anthropology and Policy studies. His areas of interests include refugee rights, labour migration, refugee 
and migration policies and public policy. His area of focus in the programme will be how working rights 

for refugees in Malaysia would facilitate refugees to achieve durable solutions and eventually the 
realization of SDGs.  

 
 



REIMAGINING REFUGEE INTEGRATION IN MALAYSIA 
 

BALQIS AINI MUSTAFA 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Malaysia 

 
Abstract 

 
Integration is a frequently discussed concept in studies related to migration and adaptation of 
newcomers in host societies. Refugee integration in host countries is also a major topic on the 
international agenda especially involving policies related to integration of immigrants.  The 
integration of refugees is in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), specifically goal 16, which is to "promote just, peaceful  and  inclusive  societies." 
Although the concept of integration is widely used across fields, finding an agreed definition 
of integration is difficult. However, a broad view of the concept of integration is seen as  a 
dynamic, multidimensional, and two-way adaptation process to a new culture that occurs over 
time. Malaysia currently hosts about 177,920 registered refugees and asylum-seekers (as of 
July 2020), while an estimated of tens of thousands more are undocumented. Being a non-
signatory to the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 1951 and its 1967 Protocol, 
refugees and asylum seekers in Malaysia are denied of many rights (e.g., employment, 
education) that are necessary to facilitate integration into the local societies. Thus, this paper 
seeks to explore the possible concept of refugee integration in Malaysia by referring to past 
studies and a conceptual framework of integration by Ager and Strang (2008).  
 

SHORT BIO 
 

  
 

BALQIS AINI MUSTAFA  
 

Balqis is a professional communication graduate and she is currently pursuing her PhD in Intercultural 
Communication at UKM. Her area of interest is intercultural communication and her focus in the 

programme is exploring the possible concept of refugee integration in Malaysia by referring to past studies 
and a conceptual framework of integration by Ager and Strang (2008).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BARRIERS AND BRIDGES: URBAN REFUGEES AND THE RIGHT TO WORK IN 
THAILAND 

 
BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG (DR) 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand 

 
Abstract 

 
“Ending poverty in all its forms everywhere” is the first of the seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) envisioned by the United Nations General Assembly. This goal 
could only be realized if everyone is fully integrated into society and can engage in income-
generating activities and access social opportunities. Granting the right to work is one of the 
essential stepping-stones. Using data from in-depth interviews and telephone surveys, this 
paper explores barriers and bridges to the right to work for urban refugees in Bangkok. It 
investigates why Thailand denies them the right to work, and what, in reality, these populations 
could contribute to the Thai society. This paper posits that Thailand has denied the right to 
work to the forcibly displaced because granting this right would hypothetically attract newer 
groups of refugees and asylum seekers into Thailand, adding unnecessary financial and social 
burden to the Thai society. Accordingly, the government decisively refuses to recognize 
refugee status and rights and subjects those entering the country and the workforce illegally to 
arrest, detention, and deportation. This paper subsequently contests the notion of “refugee as a 
burden” by contending that such a belief is the Thai state’s construction and stigmatization to 
prevent refugee integration. A survey data with various groups of urban refugees in Bangkok 
demonstrates that these people have capitals and skills to integrate and contribute positively to 
many sectors of the Thai economy and society, ranging from agriculture to education. Refugees 
and asylum seekers are invaluable human resources enriching Thailand as the country is 
entering an aging society. Thus, denying the right to work created the loss of opportunities for 
both refugees and Thailand’s productivities. 
 

SHORT BIO 
 

 
 

BHANUBATHRA (KAAN) JITTIANG 
 

Kaan is currently the Director of the  Master of Arts and Doctor  of  Philosophy Program in International 
Development Studies (MAIDS-GRID), Chulalongkorn University, Thailand as well as a lecturer at the 
same university. His area of interests include sociology of forced migration and refugee studies, urban 

sociology and international migration. His research seeks to explore the barriers and bridges to the right to 
work for urban refugees in Bangkok. It investigates why Thailand denies them the right to work, and what, 

in reality, these populations could contribute to the Thai society. 
 



FROM CRISES TO OPPORTUNITIES - PROVIDING BETTER SOCIAL 
INTEGRATION AND IMPROVED DEVELOPMENT OUTCOMES: REFUGEE 
HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM (RHEP) AND PARTNERSHIPS IN JAPAN 

  
DESALE ABRAHA 

Institute of Asia Pacific Studies, Waseda University, Japan 
  

Abstract  
The 2030 Agenda has declared to “usher in a better future for all” by providing an equal access 
to all basic services in response to the SDG’s and Well-beings. The Universal 
Declaration stipulates that refugees must be guaranteed by “the right to seek and enjoy asylum 
in other countries”. The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol are the key legal 
documents to form the basis of the rights of refugees and the legal obligations of States to 
protect them. The refugees are, thus, entitled to all the human rights, including the right to life, 
shelter, and freedom of thought and religion, and education and employment. Japan has been 
a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. However, it has been 
far behind the international standard of refugee acceptance, although there are refugees from 
Asia, Middle East and Africa. In 2019, 10,493 people applied for Refugee status. However, 
only 42 people were accepted. It means, therefore, that only 0.4％ of them are given the refugee 
status. UNHCR’s education strategy called “Refugee Education 2030” aims to 
promote the inclusive and equitable quality education for refugees. The UNHCR-Refugee 
Higher Education Program has been implemented by thirteen universities in Japan for 
refugees, with an aim to provide “access to higher education for refugees,” namely, with 
the “tuition fees and other study expenses funded by the universities, NPOs and others” plus 
the “additional scholarship stipends” on a monthly basis. This program is in response to 
the “huge unmet demand” of refugees for “high educational aspirations and strongly value 
education as an important tool to restore dignity, security and hope”.  However, opportunities 
and access to higher education are very limited due to the “discursive 
invisibility of refugees”. This paper is focused on the contribution towards the study of the 
human rights and development of the refugee policy, especially by examining the actual 
practices of the international refugee law and refugee integration approach, with an intention to 
promote higher education opportunities for refugees and enhance the refugee integration. This 
study may serve as a stepping-stone for further considerations and researches as an impact 
study for higher educational programs.    
 

Short Bio 

  
ABRAHA DESALE TESFAMARIAM  

 
PhD candidate at Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies (GSAPS) Waseda University, Japan. He is the 

founder of Japan Refugee Right Network (JRRN) and is one of the founding members of Asia Pacific 
Network of Refugees (APNOR) and a member of Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network (APRRN). His 

area of studies is ICT application for stateless refugees and IDPs in relation to health issues. His focus in 
the programme will contribution towards the study of the human rights and development of the refugee 

policy, especially by examining the actual practices of the international refugee law and refugee 
integration approach. 



EMBRACING THE ‘UNACCEPTED’? QUESTIONING INTEGRATION THROUGH 
SCHOOLING REFUGEE CHILDREN IN INDONESIA 
 

DIO HERDIAWAN TOBING 
ASEAN Studies Center, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia 

 
Abstract 

 
Despite a non-state party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its additional protocol, Indonesia 
becomes one of three refugee transit destinations in Southeast Asia after Thailand and 
Malaysia.  As of April 2020, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
office in Jakarta recorded that 13,515 asylum-seekers and refugees are hosted in Indonesia.  
From this number, 3784 refugees (around 28%) are underage. These refugees are either waiting 
for resettlement, which could take up to five to ten years depending on the priority and urgency 
or in the end, will apply for assisted voluntary return. Without proper support, waiting could 
become very depressing, especially for refugees in transit country with a lack of access to 
livelihood opportunities. And for the refugee children, lack of life normalcy could result in 
mental impacts, including the burden due to experiencing conflict in the home country and 
seeing their parents becoming more frustrated as they live in limbo. The good news is, access 
to educational opportunities are becoming more apparent and progressing positively for these 
children. In November 2019, 530 refugee children were enrolled in schools throughout 
Indonesia, especially in Jakarta, Medan, South Tangerang, Semarang, and Pekanbaru. It has 
also been increased to 622 by August 2020. This number amounts to 36.9% of the total refugee 
children in school age. From this increasing trend, what can we say about the future of refugee 
integration in Indonesia, in particular in the education sector? Does this phenomenon say 
anything about the positive dynamic of refugee livelihood opportunities in Indonesia? This 
article explores the opportunities and challenges of this sector by suggesting that the positive 
development on education does not necessarily turn the table upside down, among others, 
getting the child refugees certified officially in their education remains a big challenge. 
 

SHORT BIO 
 

  
 

DIO HERDIAWAN TOBING  
 

Dio is a Fellow at the ASEAN Studies Center, Universitas Gadjah Mada. His main research interests 
include the topic of human rights and security, the politics international law, and international human 

rights law. His research will explore the opportunities and challenges of Indonesia's education sector in 
refugee integration by suggesting that the positive development on education does not necessarily turn the 
table upside down, among others, getting the child refugees certified officially in their education remains a 

big challenge.  



FROM ACEH WITH LOVE: THE ROHINGYA REFUGEES AND THEIR 
(IM)POSSIBLE INTEGRATION INTO THE INDONESIAN SOCIETY 

 
MUHAMMAD RIZA NURDIN 

International Centre for Aceh and Indian Ocean Studies (ICAIOS), Indonesia 
 

Abstract 
 
This study examines the case of stranded Rohingya refugees who were rescued by the 
Acehnese of Sumatra, Indonesia.  Since 2015, there have been waves of the arrival of Rohingya 
in Aceh, totalling thousands in number. The most recent case was the arrival of almost 300 
people in North Aceh in early September 2020, which was also in the wake of Covid-19. In 
contrast to many places where refugees have been rejected, the Rohingya were warmly 
welcome in Aceh. With limited capacity, the local population, government, NGOs and UN 
agencies play their unique role by providing various humanitarian assistances.  One of them 
was training programs, equipping the Rohingya with some livelihood skills. This study, using 
a qualitative approach, seeks to explore whether Aceh is a temporary sanctuary or there is a 
possibility for medium or the long-term integration. Although Indonesia has not ratified the 
1951 Refugee Convention, the country has a long tradition of welcoming refugees. In July 
2020, the IOM moved 99 Rohingya to a long-term shelter in Aceh, which indicates that medium 
to long-term solution is possible. However, limited resources remain a crucial issue. This paper 
further recommends that the Acehnese cultural and social capital, in the forms of hospitality 
and Islamic solidarity, can be used as a basis to soften the national refugee policies. After the 
issuance of the highly appreciated Presidential Regulation 125/2016 on Handling Refugees, it 
is time for the Indonesian government to move forward. From the perspective of Sustainable 
Development Goals, the Acehnese treatment of the Rohingya can be regarded as a positive 
contribution to ensure that the refugees are not left behind. 
 

Short Bio 
 

 
 

RIZA MUHAMMAD NURDIN (DR) 
 

Riza is currently a Researcher at the International Center for Aceh and Indian Ocean Studies. His research 
interests include on traditional security, humanitarianism, religion and society, sustainable development 
and area studies (Indonesia, Malaysia, ASEAN). His research examines the case of stranded Rohingya 
refugees who were rescued by the Acehnese of Sumatra, Indonesia and further recommends that the 

Acehnese cultural and social capital, in the forms of hospitality and Islamic solidarity, can be used as a 
basis to soften the national refugee policies. 

 
 



BROADENING THE LANDSCAPE OF REFUGEE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
IN MALAYSIA 

 
NOOR ATIKA SHAFINAZ NAZRI 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Malaysia  
 

Abstract 
 

The presence of NGOs as a manifestation of social movement organizations that play a broad 
role has dramatically changed the global political-economic landscape.  Members of social 
movement have become increasingly aware and concerned about harsh laws, policies and 
practices affecting refugees have organized themselves accordingly. Concurrently, 
humanitarian and human rights NGOs have expanded massively in both number and size. In 
Malaysia, despite refugees being protected under the UNCHR, the plight of their life still faces 
in difficulties encountered. Parallelly in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 
refugee issues were put as one of the indicator frameworks for the Sustainable Development 
Goals, contains a pledge that no one would be left behind. In this regard, the primary purpose 
of this study is to shed light on which other endeavour NGOs could to contribute to ensuring 
an enhanced refugee protection regime in the context of SDG. This research will utilize 
qualitative approach using an in-depth interview and observation trips in Penang, Kedah, 
Selangor, and Kuala Lumpur to gain a better understanding of these diasporic communities 
especially in terms of the challenge’s refugees face on Malaysian soil.  
 

SHORT BIO 
 

 
 

NOOR ATIKA SHAFINAZ BINTI NAZRI 
 

Atika is currently a PhD candidate  at the Institute of Ethnic studies, UKM. She is an active member of 
refugee-related NGOs and has volunteered in many refugee efforts. Her research  seeks to shed light on 
which other endeavours NGOs could to contribute to ensuring an enhanced refugee protection regime in 

the context of SDG. 
 
 
 
 
 


