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ABSTRACT

This research focuses on the problem of using the prophetic hadith of “Women are deficient in reason and religion”
in the women’s issues, Among the scholars who consider this text a general Principle from which rulings related to
women in all situations and societies are derived, and then rely on it to extent the deficiency of reason and religion
to all women’s issues, whether those in which the text is mentioned or not. This raises the problem of conflict
between the universal principles established by Islamic Sharia regarding the rights of the two elements of humanity,
men and women, and the rules justified by this text. The study shows that the reasoning by this prophetic hadith in
all women’s issues is not correct for many considerations, the most important of which is its conflict with the
principle of equality of men and women in the sources of rights and duties, as well as this method of reasoning is
lacking the most important conditions of analogy, which is that the underlying cause should be consistent and
continual in all cases. It is true in some rulings, but it is not consistent in many other rulings. The research
concludes with the importance of consulting context of the texts, Islamic maxims and principles of Islamic Law in
understanding the texts in women’s issues, which if adhered to, the misconceptions and mistakes could be avoided
to a far extent.
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