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Preface

Alhamdulillah and thanks to Allah S.W.T. we are finally done to
complete the book with the title “Exploring the Use of ERT in English
Language Teaching by English Language Teachers”. The Covid-19
pandemic has affected various sectors globally. This pandemic led to the
temporary closure of most educational sectors including Islamic tertiary
institutions. Aligned with the implementation of lockdown in most
countries including Malaysia and Indonesia, emergency teaching for
English was conducted in Islamic tertiary institutions. This includes the
International Islamic University Malaysia (ITUM) and Islamic University
of Riau (UIR), Indonesia, where the teaching of English took place in
Emergency Remote Teaching (ERT). The shift to online teaching brings
various challenges to English teachers in Islamic tertiary institutions in
terms of technological skills, facilities and infrastructure, motivation,
and evaluations. In this book, among the challenges faced by English
teachers in the teaching of English in ERT were internet connection and
infrastructure, lack of technological skills and motivation. To overcome
the challenges, several strategies were implemented by English teachers
and the English department which include using a suitable online platform
for teaching, improving technological skills through peer learning and
continuous training provided by the department. Among the suggestions
from the teachers are to develop their technological skills and to increase
student’s motivation to learn English. The findings of this book can
provide an overview of aspects that need to be considered while planning
and executing a meaningful online teaching of English. Gratitude to all
the participants for their cooperation in ensuring this research's success.
This research is funded and supported by Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
under the research grant no. GG-2020-021.

Ahmad Farit Mazlan
Maslawati Mohamad



