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ABSTRACT 
 

Malaysian Chinese rapper Namewee (Wee Meng Chee) has been 
subject to the policing and prosecution of Malaysia’s state authorities 
since 2007. Most recently, he drew controversy with the 
international release of his award-winning film Babi (2020). The 
film’s producer was recently charged in court for not obtaining 
licenses to film and promote the film in Malaysia. 
 
This panel uncovers the varying degrees of surveillance and policing 
experienced by the artist in his home country by analysing three case 
studies of Namewee’s music videos – ‘Nah’ (2010), ‘Oh My God’ 
(2016) and ‘Happy Family’ (2020). Through narrative themes that 
critique the major religious beliefs and education system in Malaysia, 
he provokes the conservative state and public sphere with 
sentiments and themes that challenge the ethnonational Malay-
Muslim hegemony. Interestingly, he has over the years, eluded 
prosecution by the authorities in positioning his creative output as 
expressions of free speech. Namewee’s influential subversive 
position as de facto advocate for racial equality in Malaysia gives 
reason for the state to monitor and persecute him actively; but the 
moralistic message of his creative works also, in turn, serve to police 
the injustices of the state.  
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