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About KITA Discourse Series

KITA Discourse Series provides a platform for interested scholars and
graduate students to present his or her ideas on any social issues
pertaining to ethnicity which may be subsequently published in UKM
Ethnic Studies Paper Series. For further information, please email

rachelchansuetkay@ukm.edu.my.




ABSTRACT

This talk focuses on a national village subcontractors’ association led
by former global factory workers of Sri Lanka that was initiated via a
research impact activity. Since its inception in 2019, the association
has faced a global pandemic and related national economic crisis--
thus forcing the organization to evolve in unexpected ways. Focusing
on the association’s journey and how advocacy and measured
intervention can lead to transformational politics, the talk highlights
the need for rethinking conventional definitions and trajectories of
grassroots economic justice. Sri Lanka's current national economic
crisis necessitates a fresh look at the role of this budding economic
justice movement and what it means for feminist approaches to
political economy.
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