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OPINION

Soretlyy,

mangrooe
forests in Malaysia
are not tofally
protected,

COASTAL FORESTS

THERE'S
BENEFIT

N THEM
MANGROVES

Studies have shown
that mangrove
forests can help
blunt the impact

of tsunamis,
cyclones and
destructive tropical
storms, writes

DR A. ALDRIE AMIR

HE recent tsunarmi in
Banten, Indonesia re-
mincied us of the tsuna
mi that happened ex-
actly 14 vears ago on Dec 28,
which had devastated many
countries bordering the Indian
Ocean. Many villages on the
northwest coast of Peninsular
Malaysia, too, were badly affect-
ed, amd most of the survivors are
still being haunted by vivid mem-
ories af that catastrophic event.

The 2004 catastrophe in one
way drove home the besson that
Malaysin was not entirely safie
from geological disasters. Mone
importanthy, the killer waves also
taught us the importance of man-
Eroves as they have been proven
to blunt the destructive force of
Lsunamis.

Realising this, Malaysia em-
harked on & mission to rehakbil-
itate mangrove and coastal
lorests throughout the country's
coastlines. A special annual bud-
get has been continuowsly albo-
cated for this mission and many
rehabilitated areas along the
coasts have seen much improve-
ment since the launch of the pro-
gramemie in 2005

The issue is, however, not onby
about the success of the reha-
bilication prograrmme, but alse
the legal protection and sustain-
ahility of the existing and the re-
habilitated mangrove habitats.

Sadly, mangrove forests in
Malaysin are not totally protect-
ed. Alchough lange areas of man-
grove forests are gazetted as for-
est reserves under the manage-
ment and enforcement of the
Forestry Department, some oth-
er signilicant and sizeable areas
are still categorised as state
lands and privately owned lands,
These unprotected areas are all
earmarked for various develop-
ment plans. Herein lies the
Malaysian challenge.

Mangrove forests are a subject
of & number of international
tresties: the Ramsar Cormvention
on Wetlands, the Convention on
Biglogical Diversity, the United
Mations Framework Corvention
on Climate Change nnd the Unit
ed Mations Edueational, Seientif-
ic and Cultural Organisation con-
servation programmes such as
the World Heritage Convention,
Man and Biosphere and Global
Geoparks Metwork.

Malbaysia, too, is committed to
these global treaties,

Being one of the most promi-
nent tropical coastal wetlands,
many mangrove forests around
the globe are designated as Ram-
sar sites under the Convention on
Wetlands of International Imgsor-
tance or better known as the
Ramsar Convention, The conven-
tion was adopted in the city of
Bamsar in lran in 1971 k came
into force for Malaysia in 1985
after the designation of Tasek Be-
ra in Pahang, a freshwater lake
eopsystem, as our first Ramsar
site in 1994,

To date, Malaysia has designat-
ed seven Ramsar sites, The other
six Ramsar sites are MAangrove
Forest habitats of different types:
Pulau Kulu.rp in Johor {overwash
mangroves), Tanjung Fiai in Jo-
har (fringe mangroves), Sungal
Pulai in Johor (riverine man-
growes), Kuching Wetlands MNa-
thonal Park in Sarawak (riverine
mangroves), Lower Kinabatan-
gan-Segama Wetlands in Sabah
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(riverine mangroves), and Kota
Kinabalu Wetland in Sabah
{basin mangroves).

Rarnsar Convention recognises
the International importamce of
all types of natural wetlands on
the terrestrial and marine zones.
It also recognises the importance
of constructed wetlands, in which
Ta5 shtes around the world have
made the list.

All in all, the ultimate aim of the
convention is b promote the con-
servation of wetland habitats.

Ramsar sites in Malaysla are
being conserved through differ-
ent models and approaches, and
managed by dilferent authorities
and agencies as land is a matter
within the state jurisdiction.

Recently, Pulau Kukup was in
the news as to its status as a
mational park. Regardless of the
land status, the fragile mangrove
island of Pulau Kukop must be
protected and equipped with a
robust conservation plan incor-
porating all relevant policies and
laws. The status of Pulau Kukup
asa Rarmsar site should remain as
this is in actual fact a global
brand name to attract and pro-
miote sustainable tourism for Jo-
har and Malaysin.

It i best for all parties to agree
and work collaboratively v pro-
tect the pristine mangrove island
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Pulau Kulup is a key biodiversity area with at least 35 species of

of Pulau Kukup as it is a precious
eeosystem shared by local and
global communities. The oxygen
they release and the carbon they
sequester are just some of the
key roles that the mangroves of
Pulau Kukup play.

In addition, Pulau Kukup is
recagnised as one of the most
irmportant key biodiversity areas,
especially as a habitat for at least
15 species of mangrove plants,
and home o myriads of fauna,
particularly as an important
spopover for migratory birds.
This is on top of its role in coastal
protection and stabilisation, and
in reducing the risks from hydro-
logical and meteorclogical haz-
ards and disasters.

While Malaysia's goal to be-
come a developed nation must be
weleomed, it must not be
achbeved at the expense of our
rich biodiversity. And this in-
cludes our mangrove forests.

We must save them. Onby then,
will they save ws from the wrath of
the natural forces,
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