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What is literature review?

• Literature: collection of materials on a topic

• Literature review: discussion of published 
information in a particular subject area, sometimes 
within a certain time period

• Organized 

• Combines summary and synthesis 



• Summary: recap of important information of the 
source

• Synthesis: re-organization, reshuffling

– new interpretation of old material

– combine new with old interpretation

– intellectual progression of the field

• Evaluate the sources and describe pertinence or 
relevance



LR vs research paper 

• LR: summarise and synthesise arguments and 
ideas. No new contributions

• Research paper: new piece of information, new 
argument. 

– LR is a part of it. 

– LR is the foundation and support to the new 
insight of the contribution



LR vs Research paper
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• Guide to a particular topic

• Overview or stepping stone to a new research

• Solid background for a research paper’s 
investigation

• Updated

• Portrays credibility of  the writer by the depth of LR

Why write LR?



Steps to do LR- Clarify

• Clarify with your supervisor

– How many sources should you include? Is there 
a time frame of the sources?

– What types of sources? – books, journals, 
websites

– What aspect of the topic should you focus on?



Find models

• Look for other LR in the topic of interest

• Read to get a sense of themes to look into or ways 
to organize your final review

• Find from electronic databases

• Bibliography or reference section of sources you 
already have are an excellent entry points



Narrow your topic

• The narrower the topic, the easier to limit number 
of sources to read 

• Ask advice from your supervisor



Consider whether your sources are current

• Medical treatment rapidly evolves

• Information two-three years old can be obsolete

• Read through current bibliographies or LRs to get a 
sense of what to expect and what’s the current 
interest



• LR is organized around ideas, not sources

• Therefore, don’t just simply list your sources

• Go detail in each of them 

• Consider what themes or issues connect sources 
together

• Do they present one or different solutions?

• Identify the gaps

• How well do they present the material?

Strategies for writing LR- find a focus



Topic

• Write a simple statement that lets the reader know 
what is your main organizing principle

• E.g:

– the current trend in treatment for normal 
tension glaucoma

– Role of OCT in diagnosis of glaucoma



Consider organization

• What is the most effective way of presenting the 
information

• What are the most important topics, subtopics?

• In what order would you present the information?



First: cover the basic categories

• Introduction: gives quick idea of the topic such as 
central theme or organizational pattern

• Body: discussion of sources, organized either 
chronologically, thematically or methodologically

• Conclusion/recommendations: discuss what was 
drawn from reviewing literature. Where might the 
discussion proceed?



Next: Analyze the literature

– general purpose and context 

– read the abstract, methodology, results and 
conclusion

– highlight, tabulate or transfer in word document
TOGETHER WITH ITS SOURCE

– Group the articles into categories



• Select useful quotes to include in your review.

• Important: If you copy the exact words from an 
article, be sure to cite the page number as you will 
need this should you decide to use the quote when 
you write your review (as direct quotes must 
always be accompanied by page references). 



• To ensure you have quoted accurately (and to save 
time in note taking), you can copy and paste 

• However, re-phrase your arguments/ use your own 
words when writing the review. 

• Quote only when some key meaning would be lost 
in translation if you were to paraphrase, or if using 
the original words adds special emphasis to a point 
that you’re making.



Take home message

• Review is not a mere description of different 
articles, but a critical analysis that makes sense of 
the collection of articles. 

• Critique the research methodologies, distinguish 
between assertions (the author's opinion) and 
actual research findings




