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Resonance connotes dynamism and
vibrancy. Resonance reflects our vision
and philosophy, and it is also in tandem
with our sister publication SENADA. As one
of the research universities of Malaysia,
dynamism is a virtue much prized by
us for it ensures our pre-eminence in
the field. Other aspects of campus life
are not neglected. After all we are a
community of scholars, support staff
and students. The pulse and vibrancy of
the whole community can be felt as you
read through the pages of RESONANCE.
Happy Reading.
Editorial Team
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Message from the
Vice-Chancellor UKM
Assalamualaikum and Greetings,
UKM is committed to ASEAN by pioneering various programmes for
students in Malaysia and other ASEAN member countries in line with
being the Guardian Of The Nation.
UKM, for all intents and purposes, is already an ASEAN university
and further reinforces our role as being relevant, referred and
respected, while ensuring the UKM community practices the
spirit of ASEAN.
This is in preparation when ASEAN becomes a single
economy by 2016 in which university students in the
region can enroll in institutions in neighbouring countries.
We are already well ahead in promoting ASEAN
integration by carrying out various programmes involving
student mobility and exchange, such as the ASEAN Youth
Volunteer Programme (AYVP) and Credit Transfer system
between 30 universities.
The key to ASEAN’s future of closer cooperation lies with the
youths of today.
By 2020 there will be 100 million people with middle class
spending patterns across South-East Asia. Will students from
this emerging regional demographic represent the future of
trans-national education?
I predict they will.
Prof. Datuk Dr. Noor Azlan Ghazali
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UKM the Only Local Uni
to Win Top ASEAN

Solar Energy Prize

The National University of Malaysia
(UKM) is the only local public university
to have won a prize at the annual 2015
ASEAN Energy Awards.
The Solar Energy Research Institute
(SERI) of UKM was declared winner for
SERI’s project, a telecommunication base
station powered by solar energy using
a maximum light detection system that
follows the path of the sun automatically.
UKM Vice-Chancellor Prof. Datuk Dr. Noor
Azlan Ghazali, Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Research and Innovation) Prof. Datuk
Dr. Mazlin Mokhtar and SERI Director
Prof. Dato’ Dr. Kamaruzzaman Sopian
accepted the award at the 33rd ASEAN
Ministers On Energy Meeting (AMEN) and
ASEAN Energy Awards Gala Dinner.
SERI submitted the project called
‘Application of standalone high efficiency
heterojunction intrinsic thin layer
(hit) PV modules with maximum light
detection (MLD) solar tracking system for
telecommunication base station’.
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This is the third year running that UKM
was honoured at the ASEAN Energy
awards, with SERI winning top prizes
in 2014 and 2013 also for the Special
Submissions category.
In 2014, SERI was awarded first prize
for application of venturi-shaped windinduced natural ventilation tower and
photovoltaic thermal collectors for low
energy homes, while in 2013 it won the
top award for the Green Hospital – Large
Scale Solar Assisted Hot Water Heating
System at the UKM Hospital.
Three other prizes went to Malaysian
companies, with TNB Energy Services
Sdn. Bhd. emerging runner-up in the
On-Grid-Local Grid category for the 850
KW Solar Hybrid System (SHS) For Rural
Villages In Gerik, Perak.
Two prizes, first place and second runnerup, went to projects from, Superspan Sdn.
Bhd. and Renewable Power Sdn. Bhd.
respectively for the On-Grid-National
Grid category.

most accurate, fastest and most energysaving tracking system of the solar
module toward the maximum light point.
“What is important here is that only those
movements that will result in direct yield
increase are carried out,” he said.
Opening the awards ceremony, Natural
Resources, Green Technology and Water
Minister Datuk Seri Dr. Maximus Ongkili
announced Asean member states agreed
to adopt the target of 23 per cent
renewable energy use in the fuel mix in
the region by 2025.
“Our 11th Malaysia Plan (11MP) will guide
development activities in the country
for the next five years. The 2016 Budget
that will be tabled in the next Parliament
sitting will be the first budget for the
11MP.
The Superspan project is a power
station that uses Building-integrated
photovoltaics (BIPV), photovoltaic
materials replacing conventional building
materials in parts of the building
envelope such as the roof, skylights, or
facades, while the other company had set
up a hydroelectric power station.
Earlier, Prof. Kamarruzaman told the UKM
News Portal that the MLD or Maximum
Light Detection principle is based on the

“National economic growth can be
achieved by enhancing productivity
through greater efficiency in the use
of natural resources, opening up new
markets for green technologies, goods
and services,” he said.
The ASEAN Energy Awards 2015 was
established in 2000 to promote regional
cooperation in the various fields of
energy.
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Overseas Universities
Give Thumbs Up to UKM
on Climate Change

Universities are obliged to give more emphasis
to governments about the threat of climate
change around the world.
A network of universities in Japan, Thailand,
Indonesia, Vietnam agreed with The National
University of Malaysia (UKM) that the role of
higher education in innovation, policymaking
and development is critical in adapting to the
complex problems brought about by climate
change.
Hosting a special session simultaneous video
conference of the network on July 27 2015,
UKM Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and
Innovation) Prof. Dato’ Dr. Mazlin Mokhtar, in
his introduction, said the university had always
advocated the leading role of universities
in helping governments to deal with global
warming and how to mitigate its effects.
The institutions that took part in the video
conference are members of the University
Network for Climate and Ecosystems Change
Adaptation Research (UN-CECAR) a network
of leading universities and organisations
developing postgraduate education and
research on climate and ecosystems change,
and sustainability science.
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Prof. Mazlin, who is an international fellow at
UN-CECAR and the United Nations for Training
and Research Centre at Switzerland, said his
studies at UKM and the network had come
up with several modules on sustainability and
leadership solutions.
Among those taking part in the video
conference was Prof. Dato’ Dr. Sharifah Mastura
Syed Abdullah, director of Institute of Climate
Change (IPI-UKM) who spoke about her team’s
research at Batu Pahat, Johor.
Answering a question from a scientist in
Japan, she lamented that coastal settlements
like Batu Pahat and Kuala Selangor face dire
consequences because of the rising sea water
levels and significant seaside erosion.
“Farmers living near the coast of Batu Pahat
are worried that their livelihoods would be
jeopardized in the near future.
“At least one village was vulnerable to seawater rise by 2020. It belongs to palm oil smallholders. We also made a forecast for the year
2040. We now know which houses will also be
underwater, which areas are heavily populated.
So we have erosion problems, hit by the Big
Threes; Erosion, Submersion and Salination,”

she explained to a Japanese researcher at
Tokyo University.
According to the IPI Director, in Malaysia
climate change has yet to be factored into
development plans.
She pointed out that UKM might be among
the most forward-thinking among local
universities to bring in climate change into
sustainable development plans.
The overseas universities fielded questions
about building resilience to Climate Change
post-graduate course to a cross-disciplinary
group of researchers in Malaysia.
Another participant economist Prof. Dr. Jamal
Othman of the National Council of Professors
said the education system in Malaysia should
adjust its curriculum to raise awareness of
climate change because a lot of issues had
emerged over the last 20 years.

“The fish catch is declining. This fishing
village knows about climate change and
sea-level rise, but don’t know what to do. We
were looking into the sustainability of the
environment, also on the economics, on how
we help them improve their livelihoods,” Dr.
Yew explained.
More alarming for the inhabitants was seeing
their houses slowly collapsing.
“Out of 50 houses there, 2 had collapsed, 3
were collapsing. The families helped each
other by shoring up their houses with rocks
to try to prevent the houses from further
collapsing.
She added that more should be done to help
the communities.

Prof. Jamal proposed that emission reduction
from greenhouse gasses be reduced by half
by the year 2020 from the baseline as the
most cost-effective way of mitigating climate
change.
“Building structures to stave off sea water
from flooding homes and cultivated land is
very expensive and we have to look at other
ways as well to mitigate climate change,” said
the economic consultant.
He admitted that he, as an economist, had
not taken the phenomena seriously enough
earlier because the data at that time was still
inconclusive.
However, he realized that climate change is
affecting agriculture and other economic
activities when he examined more recent data
on temperature rise and increase in sea water
levels. Prof. Datin Dr. Norizan Abdul Razak,
who had used social media to help rural
women in poverty-stricken areas to become
entrepreneurs, said the hazards of climate
change should be explained to all.
She said global warming and rising sea water
levels are issues that should be discussed in
the mainstream media, and not just social
media.
Dr. Vivien Yew, an anthropologist, said studies
done among the fishing communities near
the coastal town of Tanjung Karang found
that the people there were aware of climate
change.

The other universities participating in the
special session were University of Tokyo at
Kashima campus, Chulalongkorn University
in Bangkok, Indian Institute of Technology at
Kharagpur and Vietnam National University,
Hanoi.

“At least one village
was vulnerable to
sea-water rise by
2020”
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The Malaysian Meteorological Department
Forecasts that the haze will diminish in
the last week of October.
The weather phenomenon El Niño caused
the drought and heat over the past three
months, said Dr. Mohd Hisham Mohd
Anip of the National Weather Center, at
the 25th Bicara Persada Forum of The
National University of Malaysia (UKM)
recently.
“The problem of prolonged haze this
time, (began at) the end of the month of
Shawwal, (And lasted) until now. What
happened was the haze occurred during
the Sourr-West Monsoon of the 7th, 8th
and 9th months. Winds from Sumatra and
Kalimantan brought the smoke form the
fire to our country.
“But this time, even in the 10th month it
(haze) was not over. This is because of
the El Niño weather transition, not the
southwest monsoon season anymore.
“The northeast monsoon regularly starts
in the 11th month, but this time starts
earlier.
“We expect by the middle of next week
to subside,” said Dr. Hisham at the forum
titled Breathing in The Haze: Until When?
According to him the phenomenon of
El Niño was one factor that led to a
prolonged drought and peat fires not
being extinguished.
“We observe everything in the air,
including haze. It exists in the code of
metrology. In the case of haze this year, it
was worse. Why? “Behind the scenes, we
had observed the El Niño weather pattern
that can change the weather in Malaysia
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Haze to
Recede Late
October?
Other speakers who participated
were Freddy Panggabean, Minister
Counsellor (Politics), the Indonesian
Embassy in Malaysia, Prof. Dr.
Mohd Talib Latif of the Institute
for Environment and Development
(LESTARI), UKM, Famey Mohd Yusof
of the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment and Anthony Tan
from the Centre for Environment,
Technology and Development
(CERDAM). Meanwhile, Freddy urged
more help from neighbouring countries
to tackle peat and other countries.

fires after failed attempts at extinguishing
the fires and cloud seeding operations.
Most of the fires occur at peatland where
the flames are underground, although the
fires at the surface were extinguished,
said Freddy.
What’s more, the cloud seeding that
Indonesia implemented was less effective
as the climate phenomenon El Niño
caused strong wind blowing the seeded
clouds towards the Philippines, he said
“We have done everything we could. Its
not only bad for our neighbours, but also
for us. This year is very serious. I cannot
say it will be resolved because of Niño
and dry conditions.
“This is beyond our capacity. We agree
with the discussions. The conditions are
unfavorable,” said the ambassadorial
advisor. “We’re open to outside help,
and thanks to Malaysia for their help by
sending Bombardier aircraft – the only
one in the region,” said Freddy.

Prof Talib told the forum, smog, or haze is
nothing new in the Malay archipelago.
“It happened in the region since the 18th
century. Dutch planters wrote about it and
the fires in peaty soil,” said Professor Talib.
According to him, rather than the smoke,
the real danger were the toxic gases
carried by the winds to Malaysia and
Singapore.
“Fires in peat, produce SO2, NO2 gases
with very minute particles, moving with
the ‘down-wind to our country. So we are
affected. Most of these particles are 0.1 to
0.3 micrometres in size. We should wear
N95 masks. It can get into the alveoli of
the lungs and respiratory system, and into
the circulatory system,” he said.
Anthony Tan, in turn, suggested that
ASEAN member states make it mandatory
to implement smart practices to develop
land for oil palm cultivation.
Tan said the practice of clearing land by
burning forests should not only happen in
Indonesia, but in other countries as well.
“Actually, the haze had occurred in
northern Thailand in 2009, also in South
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos as farmers
burn the forest to prepare the soil for
planting.
“Best practices should be shared for all
countries,” he said.
Meanwhile, Mohd Famey said the country
will build tube wells as a first step to help
farmers cope with drought in the future.
Tube wells is a method of using the
resources of the earth to irrigate the rice
fields during shortages of water, ” he said.
The forum was moderated by Suhaimi
Sulaiman of Astro and organised by
the Institute for Environment and
Development (LESTARI) and brought by
UKM Pakarunding.
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Seeking Help of
UKM to Trace
Origins of
Iron-Smelting
in Cambodia
Cambodia has sought the help of The
National University of Malaysia (UKM) to
research an archaeologist’s theory that
Iron-smelting was introduced to SouthEast Asia in the 5th century A.D. by
travelers from the Indus Valley located
in present-day North-West Pakistan and
Afghanistan.
UKM might be interested in such a
collaboration because iron-working
reached the Malay archipelago earlier
than Cambodia, said Prof. Dr. Thuy
Chanthourn, Deputy Director, Institute of
Culture and Fine Arts, Royal Academy of
Cambodia.
The skill could have been brought
by traders from the west, namely
from an ancient kingdom of in what
is now Peshawar, who also travelled
with Buddhist missionaries, said Prof
Chanthourn in his lecture at UKM recently.
The earliest ironwork site in Cambodia
were found in 2010 and believed to be
1,500 years old, he said in his lecture
titled Early Iron Production In Southeast
Asia (Cambodian Iron History), organised
by the Institute of the Malay World and
Civilization (ATMA).
The archaeologist believed that the
ancient Khmers, who built Angkor Wat
in the 12th century, had regular contact
with people from the Indian sub-continent
whom he thought also introduced
Buddhism.
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Some historians believed travelers from
Gandhara, made contact with the Mons
and Chams of the land now known as
Cambodia.
He believed that iron technology was
introduced by the same people who
brought Buddhism to Cambodia.
“At Angkor Wat, there are motifs and wall
carvings depicting faces of people whose
features definitely are not south-east
Asian, but Caucasian (Western), whose
faces and hair-style closely resembled
the artworks of the Gandhara style of
Buddhist art. There are other sculptures
clearly showing south-east Asian people
which contrasted with the foreign ones.
“If they (Gandharan people) could
influence sculpture at Angkor Wat, they
could also have introduced new crafts and
skills,” he explained.
He reasoned that the theory is not so
far-fetched as it was already established
that Hinduism was brought to the Malay
Archipelago and the Funan and Chenla
cultures in Cambodia hundreds of years
earlier by missionaries from the Kalinga
empire in southern India.
“The southern Indians established the
Khmer Empire in Indochina, Langkasuka
Kingdom, Gangga Negara and Old Kedah
in the Malay Peninsula, the Sriwijayan
kingdom on Sumatra, the Singsori
kingdom and the Majapahit Empire based
in Java, Bali,” he remarked.

Prof Chantourn discovered the earliest
known iron smelting works in Cambodia
in 2010 after several years exploring the
countryside along the path of an ancient
road dating back to the time of Angkor
Wat.
The discovery of the pre-Angkorian
ironworks sites in Preah Vihear occurred
almost by accident when a bulldozer at a
highway construction site hit upon some
soil and rocks with colouring that was
different from the rest of the earth. “It
was really dark earth, almost like coffee…
and small stones as black as onyx,”
he said. And then he and his students
noticed fragments of clay pots and
smelted iron.
Prof Chanthourn immediately asked the
workers to stop work. “I asked them,
‘please give me some time to check,’” as
this could be an iron smelter site so far
unknown to archeologists,” he said.
Workers agreed, and followed his
suggestion to work a kilometer away
from that particular site, he said. The
government recognised the importance
of the site, and the archeologist received
government support to conduct an
archeological excavation with a team of
students and workers.
He and his team excavated in 2011 and
again in 2012. In addition to hundreds of
small sites, they were able to identify five
major sites of ironworks.
The researchers not only found pieces of
smelted iron—at times on the very surface
of a site—but also pieces of pipes used in
smelters and of course iron ore.
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UKM and
Thailand
Embassy

Extend Cooperation

The National University of Malaysia
(UKM) and the Thai Embassy in
Malaysia have renewed collaboration
after inking a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to carry out
research at UKM and institutions in
Thailand.
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Vice-Chancellor of UKM, Prof. Datuk
Dr. Noor Azlan Ghazali said this third
cooperation will focus on research at
all faculties, especially the Faculties of
Economics and Management, Social
Sciences and Humanities and Science
and Technology.
“This collaboration is important
because it is able to add to the
understanding of students and staff
about Thailand. The funds given by
the Embassy of Thailand prove that
they give full support for our project,
known as ‘Thai Window’,” he said at
the MoU signing on September 22.
He said he believes the close
relationship between UKM and
Thailand is not only to improve
students’ academic understanding,

but also gives a positive impact to
industry and public administration.
“For future collaborations, it would be
more interesting because I foresee the
growth of student and staff mobility,
the publications of research findings,
seminars and conferences and
educational training programmes.
“So, I on behalf of UKM, say thanks
to Embassy of Thailand because
trusting the ability of UKM to perform
research and willing to give funds to
us. I am positive that this programme
has a bright future,” he added.
He said the relationship between UKM
and Thailand will be renewed in the
future.
The MoU was signed by Prof. Noor
Azlan and Thai Ambassador to
Malaysia, Damrong Kraikuan.
At the ceremony, the Thai Embassy
presented a cheque worth RM83000
to UKM for several programmes and
research.
13

UKM to
Jointly
Develop
ASEAN

Electric
Vehicle

with Partners

The National University of Malaysia’s (UKM)
Solar Energy Research Institute (SERI) will
jointly develop an electric vehicle with Nanyang
Technological University (NTU) of Singapore and
Electric Vehicle Automotive Malaysia (EVAM) Sdn.
Bhd.
The Memorandum of Understanding (Mou) for the
deal signed in August requires that UKM, among
other things, develop the battery technology and
battery management system of the electric car.
UKM Deputy Vice-Chancellor Prof. Datuk Dr.
Mazlin Mokhtar signed for his university while
Prof. Dr. Subodh Mhaisalkar, Executive Director
of Energy Research Institute (Enrion) of NTU
represented the Singapore institution and Chuah
Ban Cheng, Executive Director EVAM did the
honours for his company.
The ceremony was witnessed by SERI Director
Prof. Dato’ Dr Kamaruzzaman Sopian and Chief
Executive Officer of NTU Private Limited Dr. Lim
Jui.
Apart from developing the battery under the
terms of the MoU, UKM will also research into
thermal management, Vehicle Ergonomic and
Comfort Level, Vehicle dynamics and Charging
infrastructure. Prof. Mazlin said UKM is committed
to fulfilling its end of the pact. “UKM puts a clear
priority on engaging with industry for mutual
benefit and this collaboration is very timely as it
further strengthens university-industry partnership
in research and innovation and strongly supports
UKM’s on-going efforts in responding to the
nation’s pressing need for producing truly
innovative products.
“It is through the joint collaboration on EV with
NTU and EVAM, that UKM is able to optimize
our expertise in EV technology and introduce
our innovation to Malaysia and thus, ASEAN
automotive industries market.”
Managing director of EVAM Woo Kok Boon is
eager to push forward, highlighting the benefits
for the country if this and similar future projects as
a result of the agreement were to be successful.
“We are honoured to be possibly the first
Malaysian company to look into EV research and
development in the country, and to introduce such
innovative and ground-breaking technology from
our partners.
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“We are certain that this MoU will produce
a significant leap forward for Malaysia,
Singapore and the region in terms of
high impact projects, both socially and
economically, for the countries,” Woo
explained.
Also present at the ceremony were Dato’
Abu Hanifah Nordic, director of EVAM,
Dr. Lim Jui, CEO of NTU – NTUitive Pte
Ltd who said this MoU set the stage for a
collaboration that leverages complementary
capabilities in the automotive industry
between UKM and NTU as well as Malaysia
and Singapore.
UKM’s lead researcher of the car Dr. Halim
Razali said they intend to use Lithium Ion
batteries that will be more compact and
lighter. “It’s important to have a Li ion
battery that is much smaller and does not
take up too much weight of the car. At
present, the typical Li ion battery available
constitutes one-thirds the weight of the car
and doesn’t leave much room for anything
else.
“The UKM researchers from SERI, the
Faculties of Science and Technology, and
Engineering and Built Environment are
studying various materials for the battery,

such as palm oil, rubber and even sea-weed.
The aim is to reduce the size and weight and
eventually the battery will look like a lump
of dry plastic, but without sacrificing on
energy output,” Dr. Halim said.
He said experiments done on Li ion batteries
produced a type that allowed the car to
travel for 60 km after a 15 minute charge.
“We want to extend that to 200 km,” he
stated. He expected that challenges will
come from setting up charging stations in
the area of operations of such a car.
After the signing ceremony, NTU
demonstrated its current project with
renowned German car manufacturer BMW,
a Sports car which has a plug-in hybrid
electricity and petrol motor.
NTU has also jointly developed an electricpowered taxi for the tropics, called EVA,
with the Technische Universität München
(TUM) with strong support from Singapore’s
National Research Foundation.
It took two years and SGD 2 million (RM
6 million) to develop the vehicle from the
ground up, which was demonstrated to the
UKM entourage at the National University of
Singapore.

15

UKM and Indonesian University
Collaborate on Geology Research
The National University of Malaysia
(UKM) and the Veteran’s National
Development University (UPN), Indonesia
will cooperate in research and exchange
of academics, especially in Geology.
A memorandum of understanding (MoU)
was signed to carry out joint research
projects and student mobility and
student exchange programmes.
Vice-chancellor Prof. Datuk Dr. Noor
Azlan Ghazali signed on behalf of UKM,
while UPN Veteran Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Ir. Dr. Sari Bahagiarti K. represented the
Indonesian university.
Director of the Institute for Environment
and Development (LESTARI) UKM Prof.
Dr. Mohd Raihan Taha and the head of
the Geology Department of UPN Veteran,
Prof. Ir. Dr. Sugeng Raharjo signed as
witnesses.
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Both sides agreed to carry out joint
research projects in the field of Geology
and exchange of academics to broaden
areas of cooperation in all specialized
academic fields.
Prof. Noor Azlan, in his welcoming
remarks, said Malaysians see UKM as a
cultural identity but that is also parallel
with the development of science and
research across disciplines.
He added that with the establishment of
cooperation in the academic field, there
will be also a good relationship for both
countries.
In the past lecturers from Indonesia had
also taught at UKM and therefore there
must be continuity in ties. In this case
students and lecturers become envoys
to realise the vision and mission of the
governments.

Prof. Ir. Sari said the MoU was quite
appropriate, as it bore hope of beneficial
cooperation between them. According
to her some lecturers from UPN Veteran
will pursue doctoral programmes (PhD)
at UKM, with the expectation that the
knowledge gained will be of benefit to
UPN Veteran.
UPN Veteran was formerly a private
university but as of 6 Oktober 2014 it was
inaugurated as a public university, with
five faculties, six Master’s programmes
and 15 undergraduate programmes. It
plans to establish a Doctorate program in
the future.
Even before the MoU, there had been
cooperation between the two in
2003 when several lecturers from the
Indonesian university visited LESTARI
UKM.
In 2013 Researchers from UPN Veteran
and LESTARI did joint research in
geology.

17

“UIR has about 800 full-time and contract
lecturers. Actually 20 percent of the
amount should have the status of Dr, but
we just have 56 lecturers with Dr. status.
“Now, 67 of our academic staff are
pursuing studies at the PhD level,” he
said while speaking at the MoU signing
Ceremony.

UKM to Aid
UIR Indonesia

Raise
Quality of
Education

The National University of Malaysia
(UKM) will assist the Islamic University
of Riau (UIR) of Indonesia in raising
the Indonesian university’s quality of
education.
For that purpose, UKM and UIR signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU),
to enter into a strategic cooperation.
UIR Rector, Prof. Dr. H. Detri Karya
said the MoU is very important to his
university to improve the quality of
education in term of the academic staff
and also the production of high-impact
journals.
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He expressed hope that this collaboration
between the two universities will be able
to help UIR to have more lecturers at the
PhD level.
“Maybe UKM will be cooperate with the
Ministry of Education, Jakarta (KP) to
provide scholarships to the lecturers in
order to extend the study to a higher level
at UKM,” he said.
He explained, if UKM is able to enter into
cooperation with KP, it will facilitate UIR to
obtain scholarships from the Government
of Indonesia for students to do postgraduate studies at UKM. In addition, he
also hoped that the cooperation between
UKM-UIR will help UIR improve the quality
of its journals to international level.
“The quality of the journals published
in UIR have yet to reach international
standards and the number of published
journals is still small,” he said.
Meanwhile, Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Research and Innovation), Prof. Dato’ Dr.
Mazlin Mokhtar said he was glad that the
UIR Rector encouraged his academic staff
to do further studies at UKM. “For me, this
is a great honour paid to UKM and we have
to consider taking this opportunity so that
together with our friends we can do high
impact research,” he remarked.
He said, research topics are highly
recommended in order to deal with the
issues and problems that are being faced
by nations, whether in Malaysia, Indonesia
or South East Asia.
“The problems (research) are numerous,
whether from the cultural aspect, social,
politics, science and technology, disasters,
climate change and so on,” he explained.
Prof. Mazlin also congratulated Prof. Dr.

Muhammad Rizal and the team from
the Institute of Environment and
Development (LESTARI) for doing
research in Riau and organising two
high-impact seminars in Sumatera
as well as authouring two books on
research by the Institute of The Malay
World and Civilization (ATMA), UKM.
“We encourage this cooperation in
order to expand knowledge and if
possible to publish more new books,
videos and other media because this
is an opportunity that should be done
jointly by UKM and UIR.
“Through this partnership, the findings
and the results will lead to modules and
manuals that can be used in training
sessions on professional capabilities
that can generate income for both
universities,” he added.
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UKM Ready
to be

ASEAN

Varsity - UKM VC
The National University of Malaysia (UKM)
is committed to becoming an ASEAN
university by pioneering various programmes
for students in Malaysia and other ASEAN
member countries. For students enrolled
at UKM the opportunity to participate in
programmes that involve the exchange of
student leaders and credit transfer system
among the top 30 universities in the grouping,
said Vice-Chancellor Prof. Datuk Dr. Noor
Azlan Ghazali in his welcoming remarks at the
celebration of the 48th ASEAN Day recently.
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“UKM is an ASEAN university to ensure
that the UKM community appreciates the
spirit of ASEAN,” said Prof Noor Azlan.
This is in preparation for when ASEAN
becomes a single economy by 2016 in
which university students in the region
can enroll in institutions in neighbouring
countries, he remarked.
“The government in collaboration with
other ASEAN partners are providing
the ASEAN Action Plan 2016-2015,
which includes the politics and security,
economic and socio-cultural aspects.
The plan we can use as guidelines for
charting the future of our nation with
countries in the region, “he explained.
Prof. Noor Azlan urged the students
to be more closely identified with the
neighbouring countries in the context
of the ASEAN Community. Meanwhile,
the Ministry of Communications and
Multimedia Malaysia (MCMM) through
the Department of Information, will
cooperate in the field of digitization of
books and creating ‘Internet Protocol
Television (IPTV) to offer online television
broadcasts with ASEAN partner
countries.

The effort is to promote the exchange
of information and data between
neighbouring countries, said its
secretary-general Datuk Seri Dr. Sharifah
Zarah Syed Ahmad.
Dr Sharifah Zarah’s speech was read
during the opening ceremony by the
Deputy Secretary General (Operations)
Datuk Che Azemi Haron during the
inauguration of the event organised by
the Information Department, UKM and
the ministry.
Through Radio Television Malaysia
(RTM), she said the exchange of news,
sports and documentary programmes,
publications, animation and film with a
culture characterised by their respective
countries will be enhanced to be more
interactive and have broader access.
She said the ministry also plans to hold a
strategic cooperation with China, which
is a dialogue partner of ASEAN, to jointly
organize the ASEAN-China Film and TV
festivals.
Dr. Sharifah Zarah stated that Malaysia
is also committed in the framework of
the preparation of the draft ASEAN
ICT Master Plan (2016-2020) to be
launched during the 15th Ministerial
Meeting of ASEAN Telecommunications
and Information Technology (Telmin), in
November.
In addition to contributing US$ 500,000
for the ASEAN ICT Fund, the ministry
also agreed to implement two projects,
namely the second phas of the’Roadmap
To Increase Broadband Capacity in
ASEAN and the ASEAN Network Security
Action Council”, she said.
“MCMM as Chairman of ASEAN
Committee on Culture and Information
(ASEAN-COCI) is entrusted in
implementing several high-impact
projects, including ‘Editors ASEAN
Dialogue’ and ‘Colours of ASEAN Second
Series’.

“The Ministry also actively contributes to
the revision of the ASEAN Strategic Plan
for Information and Media 2016-2025
to serve as a guide to the development
and cooperation in the media sector and
descriptions for the next 10 years,” she
stated.
Regarding the 48th ASEAN Day
celebrations today, Dr. Sharifah
Zarah said the programme is aimed
at promoting understanding among
people, especially students and youths in
conjunction with the formation of ASEAN
and Malaysia as Chairman of ASEAN.
“Our challenge now, many think only in
the spirit of ASEAN among leaders and
not among the ordinary people. There
are still many of our citizens who do not
understand or know about the relevancy
of ASEAN. “It is the hope of ASEAN
leaders, that all ASEAN citizens take
‘ownership’ of the grouping.
“So, we need to implement the
programme, especially to the young
people so that they have the sense of
belonging of ASEAN,” she explained.
The 48th ASEAN Day celebrations was
themed “Our People, Our Community,
Our Vision” also sought to expand
the scope of cooperation in ASEAN
knowledge and awareness of the role
of the community in supporting the
government’s efforts to strengthen ties
with neighbouring countries.
This year’s celebration included an
exhibition of ASEAN, ASEAN Forum,
ASEAN quiz and CHALK (chat, listen and
knowledge) and distribution of ASEANrelated information to the public.
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Youths
the Key to

ASEAN’s
Future

for The Development of Asean Youth
Eco Leaders Through Volunteerism and
Community Engagement, in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia.
He stated that when they return home, they
are expected to continue carrying out their
own community projects that will contribute
to the conservation of ASEAN’s environment.
“The impact of this progress does not end
here. All of you have carried the mandate that
the tasks of leadership capabilities are in your
sphere of influence.
“The challenge is that of the integration of
ASEAN,” he declared.

For one month, 50 volunteers were tested
for their leadership competencies through
workshops and hands-on activities as they
work with each other and local
The key to ASEAN’s future of closer cooperation lies
communities to discover the
with the youths of today.
ASEAN identity and the role that
Vice-Chancellor of the National University of Malaysia
youths can play in the community,
(UKM) Prof. Datuk Dr. Noor Azlan Ghazali said if the
with a specific focus on the
young people of ASEAN can work together, then the
environment.
regional grouping will be able to realise its goals in
the near future.
Julie Chung, Deputy Head of
the US Embassy in Phnom Penh
He said one such platform where youths can
said the volunteers needed to
discover their shared regional identity and work
experience for themselves the
with communities to develop innovative solutions
hardship of the less fortunate in
to their pressing social, cultural, environmental and
order for them to want to make
economic problems, is the ASEAN Youth Volunteers’
changes.’
Programme (AYVP).
She stated that the AYVP, which
The opportunity the students got from helping the
is mostly funded by American
local community brings with it great responsibility,
donor USAID, should help provide
he said at the close of the 2015 AYVP Programme
solutions to ASEAN’s problems,
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such as basic sanitation and lack of clean
water.
“You have already made a difference.
I’m sure that your networks and
friendship will last a lifetime,”
Chung explained. She thanked UKM for
its initiative in establishing AYVP two
years earlier but added that many other
agencies in the ten-member ASEAN
group also played important roles.
Dr. Romny Om, Director-General of
the Royal Institute of Technology of
Cambodia, which hosted the Eco leaders
volunteerism programme, also thanked
UKM for launching the first activity of
AYVP in 2014.

He announced that the Indonesian Eco
leaders won the best video documentary
for the 2015 AYVP programme.
He said the Krakor floating village, which
is about 160 km from Phnom Penh, was
chosen for the home-stay of the eco
leaders because of its uniqueness.
“I was sure that none of the volunteers
from outside Cambodia have experienced
anything like it,” he said.
The 2016 AYVP Eco leaders volunteerism
programme will be held in the Philippines.
The 2015 programme was a joint
partnership between UKM and Royal
University of Phnom Penh (RUPP), with
USAID, ASEAN Secretariat, Ministry of
Youth and Sports, Malaysia, Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports, Cambodia,
and UN Volunteers
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UKM and CIMB

Foundation Foster ASEAN
Youths in Heritage
Protection
Fifty students from leading ASEAN
universities became envoys for their
respective countries by taking part in the
three day CIMB ASEAN Young Leaders
(CYAL) Programme 2015 to learn and
play a role in protecting and preserving
ASEAN’s rich heritage.
The CYAL was hosted by the National
University of Malaysia (UKM), in
collaboration with CIMB, Air Asia, the
Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign
Relations (IDFR) and Wismaputra. With
the theme ‘Protecting ASEAN’s Heritage’,
the workshop aimed to train exceptional
ASEAN student leaders who are
passionate about heritage conservation
to develop innovative, community-based
projects.
The best developed proposal will be
eligible for seed funding from CIMB
Foundation.
At a gathering in Kuala Lumpur today,
UKM Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Industry
and Community Partnership), Prof. Dr.
Imran Ho Abdullah in his welcoming
remarks said the university had always
supported programmes that brought
together promising youths from the region
to better understand the neighboring
communities, such as the ASEAN Youth
Volunteer Programme (AYVP). “All our
students from various fields of studies
are familiar with the implementation of
the community service programmes or
OPKIM”, he explained. He pointed out
that UKM has in fact been in the forefront
in efforts to bring research to society
as well as programmes with community
involvement considering that society is a
living laboratory to the university.
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CIMB Foundation chief executive officer
(CEO) Raja Noorma Othman said this
would be the first time this year that
the delegates would be participating in
a seminar themed ‘Protecting ASEAN
Heritage’ which is in line with the ASEAN
Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC)
blueprint.
“This third series aims to expose the
delegates to heritage conservation and
provide them with a chance to immerse
in and to re-discover ASEAN’s history
through site visits,” she said in her speech
welcoming the delegates.
Raja Noorma said that the seminar was a
platform which provided delegates with
opportunities to learn through crosscultural experiences and to network and
cultivate friendship.
Raja Noorma said that in the last two
programmes, CIMB Foundation sponsored
a total of 100 talented undergraduates
from across ASEAN to step into the shoes
of ASEAN policy-makers and debate issues
that were in line with the ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) blueprint. The 2012
and 2014 Young ASEAN Leaders series
were held in Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur
respectively, focusing on the the AEC
blueprint.
“ASEAN as we know is a melting pot of
diverse culture and rich history, it is home
to numerous sites of historical significance
that needs to be better appreciated,
conserved and enriched. This is our shared
responsibility,” she added.
Meanwhile, IDFR director-general Datuk Md
Hussin Nayan said it was very important
for IDFR to promote a meaningful youth

involvement in building the ASEAN
Community (AC). He noted that the
theme chosen for this programme:
‘Protecting ASEAN Heritage’ was
in line with the strategic objective
outlined in the ASCC blueprint for
2009-2015.
The primary goal of ASCC, one
of the three pillars of the AC, to
be established by year end, is to
contribute to realising a people
centred and socially responsible AC
by forging a common identity and
building a caring and sharing society.
The other two pillars are the AEC
and the ASEAN Political-Security
Community (APSC).
The event brought ASEAN heritage
experts sharing and exchanging
ideas. They include Francesco Volpini
who is the Director of Research and
Development of Better World Korea
and also the Asia Coordination of the
UNESCO World Heritage Volunteers
initiative, Prof. Dr. Norhayati Ahmad
from the Environmental Science
Programme, and Prabha Sundram,
manager of the University Community
Transformation Centre, both from
UKM.
Apart from these workshops, there
was also a dialogue on the importance
of ASEAN by Tunku Zain Abidin,
Founding President of IDEAS, and
Fellow at the CIMB-ASEAN Research
Institute.
The Young ASEAN Leaders had a
tour of the UNESCO World Heritage
City of Melaka and explored the rich
heritage sites such as the Dutch
Square Malacca (Red Square), the
Baba & Nyonya Heritage Museum and
the Chetti community, courtesy of the
Melaka World Heritage Office.
Student leaders had to submit
proposals based on the project from
the best practices they have learned
during the three days taking part in
the programme.
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Be a Prepared for
Challenges
ASEAN Students Told
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University Students of ASEAN member states should be
prepared to face unprecedented global challenges following
it becoming an integrated economic community by January
2016.
Vice-Chancellor of the National University of Malaysia
(UKM) Prof. Datuk Dr Noor Azlan Ghazali said
undergraduates from ASEAN universities need to brace
themselves to face tougher competition in the years to
come as the grouping is now a single market.
He said while economic growth could bring prosperity it
might also result in gaps between the haves and have-nots
since growth do result in certain groups being left behind.
Prof. Noor Azlan was welcoming 44 participants to the 4th
ASEAN+3 educational forum and young speaker’s contest
at UKM.
The forum was titled Developing ASEAN+3 Economic
Integrated Community: Issues On Gender Equality, Minority
Groups And Persons with Disabilities at the 15th ASEAN
University Network (AUN).
Acknowledging that the level of economic development
varied widely between member states, he nevertheless
expressed confidence that over time the disparity would
narrow down.
“It may be quite some time, perhaps 50 years before we can
have a common currency like the European Community,” he
said.
The forum, one of the flagship youth activities of AUN
which started in 1998, aims at increasing in depth awareness
of ASEAN to the future leaders in the region and its
dialogue partners: China, Japan, and South Korea.
It also serves as a platform for the youths of ASEAN+3 to
express their concerns for the region and their perceptions
of its future through policy-oriented proposals. AUN is an
Asian university association, founded in November 1995 by
ASEAN member countries which included 13 universities.
After the enlargement of ASEAN by the ASEAN Charter
in 1997 and 1999, the AUN membership has expanded to
include universities from Japan, China and South Korea.
AUN Deputy Executive Director Dr. Choltis Dirathiti, Deputy
Vice-Chancellors Prof. Datuk Dr. Mazlin Mokhtar (Research
and Innovation Affairs), Prof. Datin Noor Aziah Mohd Awal
(Student and Alumni Affairs), Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Humanities Prof. Dr. Hazita Azman and Deputy
Deans Assoc. Prof. Dr. Noraini Ibrahim (Research and
Innovation) and Prof. Dr. Mohd Fuad Mat Jali (Post Graduate
and International Affairs) attended the function.
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Reaching Out to
Rural Cambodian
Children

An EyeOpener for
UKM Students

Some twenty students of the National
University of Malaysia (UKM) spent a
week at a primary school in Cambodia
interacting and teaching pupils of the
Cham ethnic minority.
The students from the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Humanities (FSSK) were
volunteers taking part in the mission of
mercy from April 2nd to 9th to reach
out to poverty-stricken children at the
Musa-Asiah Integrated Primary School
(SERPAMA) in Svay Kleang village in
Cham province.
The FSSK students brought with them
donations of books and stationery for the
mission dubbed Books To-Be Loved (B2B)
to the school which is staffed mostly by
volunteers, some of them Malaysians.
One of the students May Kan Yuen
recalled that they arrived at the isolated
hamlet after a harrowing five-hour journey
from Phnom Penh International Airport in
searing heat on roads filled with pot-holes
and lacking of any divider lines or signs.
“The weather at Phnom Penh
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International Airport reached 39 degrees
Celsius when we landed on April 2,
Thursday.
“We were reminded that the roads and
regulations were not like Malaysia’s.
When we set foot in the village of Svay
Kleang better known as Kampung Lima
after a nearly 5-hour drive from Phnom
Penh, fear turned into excitement.
We were warmly welcomed by Prof.
Mohamad Zain Bin Musa, the president
of SERPAMA, accompanied by a group
of teachers. We were treated like VIPs,”
May explained in her first person account
published in the online UKM portal
Suara Varsiti Anda. The B2B volunteers
apparently were greatly encouraged and
carried out their tasks to teach the pupils.
“Every one of us was always ready to
lend a hand, as the children’s expressions
were so transparent and pure. There
was a close relationship that existed
between B2B members in the quaint
village that became an inspiration and
encouragement for me to continue to

look for any opportunity to return to the
community there,” she gushed.
One of the teachers Math Safir was their
contact person and coordinator for the
programme at SERPAMA and explained
what they had to do during the course of
the mission.
With a bachelor’s degree in law, Math
Safir decided that he wanted to give back
to the community by becoming a teacher.
He arranged for a brief introductory
session with the children and the first
lesson was aerobics, taught to year 1 and
3 pupils.
According to Mr. Safir, the level of
education there consisted of year 1 to 12
in primary and secondary schools.
He said most students will not continue
their studies to college or university
because educational opportunities are
limited and that the younger generation
are needed to work in the corn and
tobacco plantations to help their families
make ends meet. May, however, observed
that there was no shortage of enthusiasm

among the pupils “Our programme was
actually during the school holidays,
but the children in the village were so
hungry for knowledge, willing to get up
early in the morning to participate in the
classes that we conducted,” she said. The
volunteers also conducted sessions in
singing, colouring books, story- telling,
making science experiments, movies and
more.
She said the organisers wanted to show
that they were serious about helping the
community.
May contrasted the fortunes of the pupils
in Cambodia with her own childhood.
“The situation is far different from our
school days, when our parents were
willing to spend money to buy color
pencils of many colours, from red to
pink, dark blue to navy blue, dark green
to lime green and so on. Unfortunately, a
large color pencil box was still not able
to provide sufficient satisfaction for us.
This led us to feel that we can learn much
from them,” she added.
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UKM PhD
Student to Lead
Youth Body
to Strengthen
Malaysia - Indonesia
Ties

PhD student Muhammad Yasar of The
National University of Malaysia (UKM)
has been elected as Head of the National
Committee of Indonesian Youth Delegation
(KNPI) succeeding Dr. Sagir Alva.
The announcement was made by the
Secretary-General of the Central Executive
Board of KNPI Abdul Wahab Sirajuddin in
Jakarta on August 2015.
The KNPI is Indonesia’s version of the
Malaysian Youth Council (MBM).
KNPI is the largest organisation bringing
together 159 youth organizations of various
aspects such as religious-based youths,
students, politicians, professionals, business
and so on.
Establishment of the youth council was
seen as crucial to tackle the potential issues
between the two countries.
It was hoped that this representative body
of youth associations is more familiar and
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amiable as they are potentially future
leaders, and the Malaysian chapter of
KNPI is the first such body formed outside
Indonesia.
Malaysia became the Association’s
incubator for pilot projects as Indonesia
has made available its youths with different
backgrounds such as labour, expatriates
and students.
Malaysia is also the centre of international
youth organisations such as the Committee
for ASEAN Youth Cooperation (CAYC),
Asia Youth Centre (AYC) and the World
Assembly of Youth (WAY), and KNPI was
likely to liaise with such associations.

Association Awards 2015
In conjunction with the inauguration,
the central KNPI also presented five
awards in 2015 to two Malaysians and
three Indonesian deemed meritorious
who showed ‘high commitment to youth
empowerment and harmonious relations
between Indonesia and Malaysia’.
This award was the first to be given to
foreign citizens. Similar awards have been
presented to a number of prominent
Indonesian figures such as former
Chairman of the Parliament of Indonesia
and Chairman of the Golkar Party, Akbar
Tandjung and Indonesian Youth and Sports
Minister, Imam Nahrawi.

Two Malaysians, Mohamed Maliki Mohamed
Rafiee, former President of MBM and Dato’
Irmohizam Ibrahim, MP and President of
the Selangor Youth Council and former PhD
student of UKM, received the honours.
Three Indonesians recipients were, Herman
Prayitno (Ambassador to Malaysia),
Hermono (Deputy Ambassador in Malaysia)
and Freddy M. Panggabean (Minister
Counsellor, the Indonesian Embassy in
Malaysia).

31

Indonesian
Audience
Spellbound by

UKM Cultural
Show

The variety entertainment show Malam Citra
Seni UKM ’15, organised by the students
of Citra Seni has wowed spectators at
The National University of Malaysia (UKM)
including a delegation from the Bandung
Institute of Arts (ISB) which was on a visit
to the university for three days from May 15,
2015.
ISB Public Relation Officer, Iin Rizky said
she was quite impressed with cultural
performances by UKM students and found

them highlighting a variety of traditions,
culture and races in Malaysia.
“We can see the strong of cultures from
every performance. There were many ways
that were used in the performances to
defend the Malay culture,” Iin said after the
show at the Chancellor Tun Abdul Razak
Hall (DECTAR).
She said students could present Malaysian
arts and culture with the strengths and
weaknesses complementing each other.
“We learn together. At ISB also we highlight
the culture of Indonesia because as we’ve
seen in recent times, Indonesian arts has
fragmented and is waning. So, through this
programme, it can recover the culture of art
for both countries,” she explained.
On this night, ISB performed two dances;
the Peacock dance and Jaipong Tablo as
well as a fashion show of traditional attire of
Indonesia.
“We brought eight Indonesia traditional
costumes and the attire was modelled by
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students of UKM. Through this we can see
the strength of the relationship between our
two countries,” Iin Rizky said.
Meanwhile, Project Director of Malam Citra
Seni, Nursyamimi Syahira Saripan who
is a first year Media and Communication
student, said undergraduates from the
first until third years took part in 30
performances to complete their Citra
courses.
“We have this programme for three days,
starting May 14 with Bangsawan theatre and
the art of acting, then on May 15, we had
a demonstration of traditional Malay selfdefence and tonight is the highlight of Citra
Seni.
“All the participants cooperated well
because their performances will be judged
for their respective course of Citra Seni.
We have been making the preparations
for about a month to make sure that this
programme runs smoothly,” she said.
Besides that, there were also the Citra Seni
Tampak students who demonstrated their
paintings, sculptures and calligraphy in an
exhibition at DECTAR.
The 30 items that were performed
included dances Seni Tari Rakyat, Seni Tari
Klasik India, Seni Tari Gamelan, Nasyid,
Muzik Keroncong, Kertuk and percussion
instruments such as Rebana Ubi, Kompang,
Caklempong and Angklung.
Also present were former Deputy Vice
Chancellor (Student Affairs and Alumni)
Prof Ir Dato’ Dr Othman A Karim and
Director of UKM’s Cultural Centre, Drs Rafie
Mohammad with 26 delegates from ISB
attending the programme.
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ASEAN

Youth Eco Leaders Vow

to Do More for the Environment
Some 50 South-East Asian students
who had taken part in a volunteer youth
programme jointly sponsored by The
National University of Malaysia (UKM) and
others in Cambodia, returned home after
completing their project with expectations
that they will contribute to the conservation
of the region’s environment.
From a total of 2,066 applications, the top
50 youth volunteers across the ASEAN
member states were selected to take part
in this four-week volunteer-leadership
program from August 2 to 29 , focusing
on the Environment, especially on Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH).
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There was water
everywhere and
yet we faced a
water shortage.

The ASEAN Youth Volunteer Programme
(AYVP) Eco Leaders project were in
Phnom Penh for weeks one and four while
weeks two and three were spent with the
communities, learning about their way of
life, challenges and creating awareness on
WASH.
On location, they engaged the Krakor
Floating Village at the Tonle Sap Lake
in projects related to water sanitation,
personal hygiene and waste management.
Some of the students from outside
Cambodia admitted that they were shocked
to find out about the squalid and cramped
living conditions at the Krakor Floating
Village, where 90 % of the inhabitants live
in boat houses.
However, the volunteers devised various
procedures to filter water and brought
with them appliances that helped make
life easier for the residents, who are
mostly fishermen. The locals were facing
serious problems in accessing safe and
sustainable water. The Eco-leaders also
taught the villagers on the proper ways
of hand washing as to increase the local’s
awareness on the proper sanitation.

One of the Eco leaders, Malaysian Rachel
Low spoke about her experiences for two
weeks at the Krakor Floating village.
“There was water everywhere and yet
we faced a water shortage. We had to
share water and we couldn’t take baths
as often as we wanted. The only place we
could chill out when we were not assisting
the villagers was on the roof tops of the
floating houses at night.
“I do believe from all of these trainings I am
confident that I can give back to society.
I have the advantage of not having to go
back to the village, but I miss my friends,
especially when we went to buy grilled
corn,” she said in her talk at the closing
ceremony of the programme.
Apart from the home-stay at lake Tonle
Sap, the volunteers also took part in
interactive workshops with facilitators and
guest speakers, including from USAID, an
American government aid agency in Phnom
Penh.
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ASEAN@UKM

UKM as a Research University
offering you various of study for Master and
Doctor of Philosophy.

